The Commission

Upcoming Bi-Weekly Calendar of Events

Sunday, 12/03

Monday, 12/04

Tuesday, 12/05

Wednesday, 12/06

Thursday, 12/07

Friday, 12/08

Saturday, 12/09

The First Sunday in Advent

9AM Holy Eucharist, Christ Church, Yankton
10AM Coffee Hour, Yankton

10:30AM Coffee Hour, St. Paul’s

11:30AM  Holy Eucharist, St. Paul’s, Vermillion

Rector’s Sabbath
Commemoration of John of Damascus, Priest

Commemoration of Clement of Alexandria, Priest
Bulletin Items Due to Office by 9AM

Commemoration of Nicholas, Bishop of Myra
Yankton Ministerial Association Mtg. 12 Noon
Pastoral Visitations at Majestic Bluffs 3PM
Midweek Eucharist 5:30pm Following

Commemoration of Ambrose, Bishop of Milan
Midwest Eucharist 12 Noon—Vermillion

Feast of the Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Pastoral Visitations in Norfolk and Yankton.

Commemoration of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(observed in some parishes)



Sunday, 12/10

Monday, 12/11

Tuesday, 12/12

Wednesday, 12/13

Thursday, 12/14

Friday, 12/15

Saturday, 12/16

Sunday, 12/17

Monday, 12/18

Tuesday, 12/19

Wednesday, 12/20

Thursday, 12/21

The Second Sunday of Advent

9AM Holy Eucharist- Christ Church, Yankton
10AM Coffee Hour at Yankton

10:30am Coffee Hour at St. Paul’s

11:30am Eucharist at St. Paul’s)

3PM Lesson and Carols at St. Paul’s, Vermillion

Rector’s Sabbath

Commemoration of Jane Frances de Chantal
Bulletin Items Due to Office by 9AM

Commemoration of Lucy, Martyr
Pastoral Visitations at Majestic Bluffs 3PM
Midweek Healing Eucharist 5:30pm

Commemoration of John of the Cross, Theologian
Midweek Healing Eucharist, 12 Noon, St. Paul’s

Pastoral Visitations

Commemoration of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Greening of the Church-Yankton, 10AM

9AM Holy Eucharist- Christ Church, Yankton
10AM Coffee Hour at Yankton

10:30am Coffee Hour at St. Paul’s

11:30am Eucharist at St. Paul’s)

“O" Antiphons Begin

Rector’s Sabbath

Commemoration of Kamehameha & Emma of Hawaii

Bulletin Items Due to Office by 9AM

Pastoral Visitations at Majestic Bluffs 3pm
Midweek Eucharist at Yankton, 5:30pm

Feast of St. Thomas the Apostle
Midweek Eucharist at St. Paul’s, 12 Noon



Episcopal Community of Southeast South Dakota

Christmas Schedule 2024

Dec. 24
9AM
11:30AM

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Morning)
Morning Prayer-Christ Church, Yankton
Morning Prayer—St. Paul’s, Vermillion

The Vigil of Christmas (Evening)

4:30PM
/PM

Christmas Eve Eucharist-St. Paul’s
Christmas Eve Eucharist-Christ Church

A Service of Nine
Lesson and Carols

A Classical Anglican Tradition Since 1880

Join Us for the Christmas Story As Told through
Holy Scripture and Classic Christmas Hymns and Carols
Followed by Refreshments inthe Parish Hall. All are
Welcome! A Free-Will Offering will be Collected for the
Support of The Welcome Table.

Sunday, Dec. 10 at 3PM

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

10 Linden Avenue
Vermillion, South Dakota
605.624.3379

Don’t miss the opportunity to attend
this year’s celebration of Lessons and
Carols at St. Paul’s on December 10th
at 3PM. This is a community Christmas
service scheduled early to allow USD
students to attend before the end of
the semester. If anyone is interested in
reading one of the nine lessons, please
let Fr. Mike know promptly. Following
this classic service, a cookie and punch
reception will be held in the Parish Hall.

This service dates back to 1880 and
has been beautifully modeled by many
churches throughout the years, most
notably King's College in England.
Please join us and bring a friend, family
member, or neighbor.



Notes from Fr. Mike

Dear Family:

Happy New Year! Well, at the least the church’s new year. The Advent season is up-
on us, and the countdown to Christmas begins. There is something special about
this time of the year, when things seem exciting and joyful, people are at their best,
the beautiful night-piercing lights send a message of hope, and the beautiful deco-
rations and classic carols and music really impart a sense of nostalgia and simplicity
to our lives. | know how much I look forward to this season and that innate anticipa-
tion we each feel as we inch closer to Christmas. Unlike the other holidays we ob-
serve both as Christians and citizens, Advent and Christmas are seasons and not just
a day observance. The church has given us an intentional affective and seasonal ex-
perience to allow our hearts and minds to really understand what we are hoping
and longing for and expecting, in preparing for Christmas and preparing for the re-
turn of Christ at the Second Coming. Thus, our scriptures proclaim several themes
of hoping, watching, waiting, preparing, expecting, longing, light, darkness, com-
fort, peace, love, and joy within Advent and Christmas.

All of these images seek to draw us into the mystery of the Incarnation of God-
become-human, of taking on our humanity that we might share his divinity. Howev-
er, we loose sight of the reality if we disconnect Christmas from Easter, Pentecost,
and Ascension. All of these feasts are connected in the great story of salvation that
God has done on our behalf, and that story goes beyond just a few significant feast
days. The broader theme of all of these grand narratives is God's amazing love.
Love binds all of these great feasts together into a eternal song of love that loved all
things into being by an Eternal God who is still moving, living, and revealing God-
self to all of creation. The story of our salvation does just begin and end in Christ-
mas and Easter. It goes on and on and on each and every day in an infinite and cre-
ative love that encompasses each us as we walk with Jesus through our lives.

May these holy seasons draw us closer to that gentle and loving heart of God. Let

the song of our lives be one of great grace and love now and always!

Peace and all good!

Fr. Mike



Weekly Community Announcements

2024 Liturgical Calendars: are available now for the community. Please take one
per family initially, and if more are remaining, feel free to take more at your leisure.

Envelopes: Contribution envelope boxed sets are available for both churches to
those who desire them. The envelopes begin on Sunday, November 5th and con-
tinue until the end of October 2024. Envelopes serve as a means of giving that is
anonymous and out of the sight of others, ensuring our gifts are given in confidenti-
ality and privacy. The sets contain envelopes for holy days, the discretionary fund,
Christmas and Easter flowers, and other relevant to the liturgical year. We encour-
age their regular use as means of supporting our community churches.

Christmas Flowers and Decorations: it's time once again to sponsor Christmas
flowers for our holy liturgies coming soon! Both of our churches are seeking dona-
tions for poinsettias. Please place your donations in the envelopes for flowers with-
in your boxed sets or in another envelope designating Christmas flowers. Please
also label those who you would like to remember or the thanksgiving you may wish
to offer. Suggested donation in $10, but any amount is always welcome and appre-
ciated very much. Thank you for helping making our worship spaces beautiful dur-
ing this holy season!

Lessons and Carols: Mark your calendars now to attend this service at St. Paul’s on
December 10th at 3PM in Vermillion. An advert is posted in the sections above. If
you are planning to attend and would like to read one of the lessons, please let Fr.
Mike know as soon as possible.

Greening of the Church at Christ Church, Yankton: As is custom, we will gather
on Saturday, December 16th at 10AM to put up the greens, decorate the trees, and
install the candelabras in the church to prepare for the Christmas season. We will
have some treats and coffee available in the parish hall to share.




Community Support Opportunities

Yankton Contact Center
is in need of:

Laundry Soap
Shampoo
Shampoo for Children
Boby Wash
Tooth Brushes

There will be a free-willing offering at Lessons and Carols at

St. Paul’s on December 10th for the support of The Welcome

Table in Vermillion. We encourage all of our parish family to

be generous and help support all of our community care ser-
vices, especially at this time of the year.




Parish Family
December Birthdays and Anniversaries

St. Paul’s, Vermillion Christ Church, Yankton

5 Janis Yarbrough (BD) 3 Karen Kubal (BD)

8 Stan Mayberry (BD) 9 Liz Lynch (BD)

12 Steve & Janis (W) 13 Danny Dykstra (BD)

20 WillS(BD) 14 Tara O'Gorman (BD)

29 Tim Shumaker (BD) 19 Matt & Karen Michels (W)
30 Maxine's 90th BD 20 Mary Willcockson (BD)

21 Blake O' Gorman (BD)
29 Scot & Mary Sorensen (W)
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We Pray for Those In Our Parish Family with Birthdays:

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we

pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

We Pray for Those with Wedding Anniversaries in Our Parish Family:

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing upon these
couples who renew their promises to each other this year, and grant them your
grace, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and pa-
tience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their lives together may be a witness to
your love and forgiveness, and that their home may be a haven of blessing and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.




A Collect Reflection
©2023 Fr. Myles Hixson

Collect for the First Sunday in Advent

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the ar-
mor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came
to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glori-
ous majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal;
through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Reflection

One of my former priests drew richly from the Bible’s “war” imagery in his preaching
and teaching. With fire in his eyes and passion in his voice, he would often charge
the congregation to live out their calling as soldiers of Christ: “You're in a war,
church! It's time to put on your boots and kick in the gates of Hell!”

We are indeed waging war, and now is the time to put on the armor. Our Collect for
the First Sunday of Advent says as much.

The collect draws our attention to the war that each Christian is caught up in. It is the
ancient feud between good and evil, flesh and spirit, light and darkness. But unlike
much of the modern rhetoric on “Spiritual Warfare,” which focuses on evil spirits
and dark forces “out there,” the collect draws us into the deeper, more intimate spir-
itual war that each of us wage: the war against our own sin and darkness.

St. Paul pulls back the curtain on this war in Romans 7. In words that resonate with
any believer attempting to “cast away the works of darkness,” he says, “For | know
that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For | have the desire to do what
is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For | do not do the good | want, but the evil
| do not want is what | keep on doing” (Rom. 7:18-19, ESV). This is the spiritual war
that each “soldier of Christ” must fight daily. It is the battle against our own flesh-our
own sinful darkness. It is real. It is dangerous. And if left to our own devices, we
would surely fail. “"Wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from this body of
death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Rom. 7:24-25).

God in his grace has provided for us an “armor of light!” Galatians 3:27 tells us, “For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” Through the waters
of baptism, God has dressed us for war. We have received as our armor the pre-
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cious gift of Christ himself-his death has become our death, and his resurrection has
become very own. Jesus, who took on our flesh and “came to visit us in great humili-
ty” has vanquished Sin, Death, and the Devil by his cross and resurrection. The dark-
ness of that tomb could not hold him, and the good news for this world is that nei-
ther will the darkness of our own evil deeds hold us. The promise of baptism is that
on the great and final day, we too will rise from our tomb, forever casting off the evil
that has haunted us for so long.

Until that day, though, we are caught in the “in-between.” We are in this life, as Lu-
ther famously said, “Sinner and Saint.” Through baptism, we have been gifted with
the impenetrable armor of Christ’s righteousness. But even still, the darkness of our
flesh still wages war against us.

This is why the collect for the First Sunday of Advent is so important. It calls us to re-
turn again to the fountain of baptism so that, having drunk deeply of God's grace,
mercy, and victory, we would fight the good fight against sin and the flesh.

Put on your armor, Church! Remember your baptism! It's time to kick in the gates of
Helll




