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Upcoming Weekly Calendar of Events

Sunday, 10/15

Monday, 10/16

Tuesday, 10/17

Wednesday, 10/18

Thursday, 10/19

Friday, 10/20

Saturday, 10/21

The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost

9 AM Holy Eucharist—Christ Church, Yankton
10AM Coffee Hour at Christ Church
10:30AM Coffee Hour at St. Paul’s, Vermillion
11:30AM  Holy Eucharist-St. Paul’s, Vermillion

2 PM All Faith's Service @ Majestic Bluffs

Feast of Latimer, Ridley, & Cranmer, Reformers
Rector’s Sabbath

Feast of Ignatius of Antioch, Bishop and Martyr
Bulletin Items Due to Office by 9AM

Bible Study 1PM-Pastoral Center, Yankton
Communion Service at Majestic Bluffs 2PM (ELCA)

Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist
Pastoral Visitations at Majestic Bluffs 3PM
Midweek Eucharist 5:30pm

Midwest Eucharist 12 Noon—Vermillion
Book Discussion Group-Yankton, 5:15pm

Pastoral Visitations in Norfolk and Yankton.

Commemoration of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(observed in some parishes)



Dear Family:

The new announcement of violence, senseless killing, and war in Israel creates
new uncertainty, violence, and sorrow as yet another war is born on political ideolo-
gies and ambitions. We cannot escape the numerous and consistent atrocities that
are becoming commonplace in this world community. We cry out with the prophets
and people of past generations, "How long, O Lord!”. Our prayer is a powerful
means of lifting up all those involved in the violence, both victims and victimizers,
and the most ready option we have always have free access to. And yes, | said vic-
tims and victimizers! As Christians we pray for both as both are our brothers and
sisters and neither are unworthy of our prayers. Prayers of helplessness, prayers of
sorrow, prayers of confusion and pain, prayers of grief for all the little children who
lives were ended too soon, prayers of anger for those who committed the senseless
killing, prayers for those governing in these areas, prayers of peace and comfort,
prayers because we don't know what else to do. We can expect our prayers to take
many shapes and forms as we call our to God, “How long, O Lord! Come, Lord Je-
sus!” All things have meaning only in God, and we trust that God will bring some
good out of all of this war. This doesnt mean we do not need to oppose it, or work
to end it, or provide support for all of the victims. But it does call us to fervent pray-
er and trust that God will pour his grace, love, and mercy into this situation.

The same feelings that plague us over the conflict in Ukraine now come once
again to the surface—that raw sorrow, grief, confusion, and pain—the empathy we
share with those who are caught up in this destruction and death.

Bishop Deon Johnson of Missouri has been instrumental in creating and offer-
ing prayers that speak into these senseless situations. If you are on Facebook,
please check out his page. | have included one of his prayers at the end of this
note and also one with the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer for the next week. It represents
the pain and the hope that we as the people of God share. Please keep the people
of Israel in your prayers during this terrible conflict. As a community of God's peo-
ple throughout the world, we are all connected and thus, we are all affected by this
violence. What effects one, effects everyone else. That is how a system functions
and that's how God's creation and creatures are tied together in love and grace.
Though we are distanced from the violence, every soul is affected as God's children
wage war upon each other. Pray for those who have died and entrust their souls to
God. Ask the saints to intercede on their behalf, and welcome them into God'’s
presence.



This past week has been a whirlwind of great activities and exciting events! The
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) Holiday Open House was held on this past Satur-
day and the women of the parish worked together to put together a lovely event
and we commend them on their dedication and hard work. Sunday, the ECW
elected new leadership and are excited for their future and have begun brainstorm-
ing some new activities and work to involve both St. Paul’'s and Christ Church and
be active in serving the community. Thursday | head to Pierre for the annual Fall
Clergy Conference and then meet up with the delegates from our covenant com-
munity to participate in the annual Diocesan Convention. Convention is a great
time to be with the clergy and people of this great diocese and to do the business
of church, celebrate together in the Eucharist, hear the wisdom of speakers calling
us to greater faithful to God’s mission, and give thanks for all the good things God is
up to in the Diocese of South Dakota.

Please remember that our monthly outreach activity is for the Heartland Humane
Society and a list of their critical necessities are further in the weekly announce-
ments. Steward of all of God's creation and creatures is our obligation and our de-
light. Cash contributions are accepted as well if you prefer and can be placed in the
offering plates at each church. Please help us lift up the shelter and its staff as they
work on their mission of caring and love! We have been welcomed to visit as a
church community and we will be transporting the goods to the shelter on Fri-
day, October 27th at 11AM, which will include prayer and blessing in honor of
St. Francis for all of the animals in residence, the staff, and the campus, fol-
lowed by the opportunity to vis-
it, play, and meet the pets wait-
ing for a new home (adoptions
applications will be waiting for
you!). Both churches are wel-

come to join in this joint out- CRY OUTI CRY OUT!
reach event! Mark your calen- o0 et A e cRY
dars now!!
CRY OUT FOR JUSTICE, CRY OUT FOR LOVE.
Peace and all good! CRY OUT FOR HOPE, CRY OUT FOR MERCY.
Fr. Mike CRY OUT FOR KINDNESS, CRY OUT FOR COMPASSION.

LET EVERYTHING THAT HATH BREATH, CRY OUT!

WHAT SHALL WE CRY?

CRY OUT FOR PEACE! AMEN.

Bishop Deon K. Johnson




D-Days in Vermillion: the St. Paul’s family got out on D-days and pitched a wel-
come tent in the front yard of the church, sharing donuts and coffee, many laughs,
an open and warm welcome, and opened the church to the community to see its
many beautiful things (especially the Native Christ) and their bathrooms. What a
wonderful thing to do and be to show community pride and support!
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Episcopal Church Women Holiday Open House: was held this past Saturday as

their annual fundraiser event. The members worked tirelessly to set up, display,
hold silent auctions, and sell some items for holiday gifts and seasonal décor.




Diocesan Convention: will be held on October 13-14th in Pierre this year. Our
community delegates attending will be Karen Kubal, Jane Kopecky, and Tim and
Linda Shumaker. Pray for the diocese as we do the important work of “being the
church the world doesn’t expect us to be”. Fr. Mike will be in Pierre beginning on
October 12th for the fall Clergy Conference. Our worship schedule will not be af-
fected by attendance at convention.

Invitation to Birthday Party for LaVonne Lorenzen October 27th: Fred and La-
Vonne invite the parish family to join them for LaVonne's 70th birthday at Ben's
Brewing from 5-9pm (or later!). LaVonne requests your presence and no presents

please. Please mark your calendars now and help celebrate with LaVonne and
Fred!

Snowbird Parishioners Leaving Us: this week our snowbirds in Yankton are leav-
ing us for their winter abode in Arizona. We send our love and best wishes to Jane
Hawk and Mary Willcockson and assure each of them of our prayers. Their winter
addresses are in the directory, so please remember them regularly. Jane and Mary
are important ladies in our parish family and we will miss them both dearly! Bless-
ings to you both and prayers for safe travel! Please let us know you made it safely.

Covenant Community Halloween Activities: Both of our covenant community
churches will be setting up to provide treats for the children who trick-or-treat on
Halloween evening. St. Paul’s in Vermillion will be setting up outside of the church
and will have various decorations and props and welcome the costumed and non-
costumed alike to join us in reaching out in our neighborhoods. Yankton will set up
a table in the church in the vestibule near the footscreen and invite the neighbors to
come in for candy and get a glimpse of the church (which is reminiscent of Hog-
wart's for Harry Potter®fans!). Please feel free and encouraged to participate at both
locations. Donations of candy for distribution are needed and please drop off do-
nations at St. Paul’s or the Pastoral Center in Yankton. Both locations will serve
between 5-7pm. Join us for a fun evening!




Community Support Opportunities

Yankton Contact Center:

Yankton Contact Center
is in need of:

Laundry Soap
Shampoo
Shampoo for Children
Boby Wash
Tooth Brushes

October Collection for Heartland Humane Society: in honor of St. Francis of Assisi,
we will collect items this month for the Heartland Humane Society. As one church
community, we will be gathering at the shelter on October 27th at 11AM to drop
off our offerings, praying and blessing the pets in residence, the staff, and the cam-
pus, and then playing with/socializing the pets for those who desire (as well as
items the shelter needs on a regular basis are:

CLUMPING cat litter, dry kitten food, wet kitten food, paper towels, toilet paper,
bleach, laundry detergent, wash clothes and rags, dog toys, cat toys, flea or
tick control, brooms, window cleaner, dry erase markers, copy paper, and
stamps. Bleach, Hand Soap, Dish Soap, Plastic Cat Toys, Dog Toys, Large/XL
Kongs, Large/XL Dog Harnesses.

HEARTLAND

7



St. Paul’s, Vermillion Christ Church, Yankton

1 Kelsey Collier-Wise (BD) 1 Tre Hayes (BD)

4 Amy S (BD) 2 Letrell Hayes (BD)

5 Sharron N (BD) Mary Ann Anderson (BD)

9 Tom S (BD) 8 Norm & Kathy Wright (W)
David H. (BD) 10 Sandy Cope (BD)

15 Jack N (BD) 13 Barb Lyle (BD)

17 Carol R.(BD) Jackie LaCroix (BD)

20 EdA.(BD) 25 Fr. Mike & Karen Newago (W)

24 Mother Pat (BD) 28 LaVonne Lorenzen (BD)
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We Pray for Those In Our Parish Family with Birthdays:

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we

pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant

that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

We Pray for Those with Wedding Anniversaries in Our Parish Family:

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing upon these
couples who renew their promises to each other this year, and grant them your
grace, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and pa-
tience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their lives together may be a witness to
your love and forgiveness, and that their home may be a haven of blessing and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.




Autumn: The Reflective Season

©2018, Paul Gomez

Like many other people, my favorite season is autumn. This is not just because my
birthday falls near the beginning of the equinox, but also because the air is crisp.
In some parts of the country, the leaves begin to burn into an explosive palette,
constellations shift in the night sky while the days die early, and pumpkin spice in-
toxicates the senses. Life is starting to change - again. While overwhelming dead-
lines and new lifestyles are well underway, it's time to stop and remember how we
got here, and where we're going.

Social media and corporate marketing illustrate the beginning of the final chapters
of the year as a time to shop and celebrate with Christmas countdowns starting in
August and Cyber Monday sales announced on Labor Day; although the Bible
shows us that the beginning of these changes are some of the most sacred chap-
ters. When Jesus knew the end of his story on earth was fast approaching, he gath-
ered the disciples to break bread together one last time, thus the most revered
supper in history took place. Inward reflection during the time before an extreme
change is a spiritual practice that the Methodist tradition observes to this day.

| invite you, too, to pause - take a moment this season to review your memories
from the past few months so that you may discover how your experiences, the rela-
tionships you gained or lost, and the work of God in your life have led your foot-
steps to the place they are now.

As | write this, | find myself in the middle of the hourglass. I'm reminded of my
mortality between the seasons, yet privileged to look back at the time that has
passed piled in the bottom of the glass, all while looking up to the possibility of
each and every new grain of sand that gravity pulls.

Just one rotation around the sun ago | was gearing up for the same old stagnant
year. Back to school, work, and the concrete schedule I'd enjoyed a vacation from
over the summer. However, something felt different - my heart wasn't in the same
place it used to be. | began to feel a need to change with the seasons, a need to
shed my leaves like the trees and allow nature to reduce me to my core. The core
that does not boast all of the enticing flowers and colors that eventually blow away
in the wind. | needed to focus on Paul and his relationship between himself and
God. | asked myself, where is my life going?

It was around this time last year that | attended a meeting out of state and a close
friend shared a life changing opportunity he wanted me to look into. After noo-
dling with it on the flight home, | suddenly realized that everything that | was doing



and everyone that | knew would never be the same. Life never went back to normal.
All of the sudden, the people | held close started drifting away, and the opportuni-
ties that | had worked hard to create were vanishing. | quickly began to lose hope
from the sinking sand beneath my feet. It was time for prayer. I'll admit that | strug-
gled with the thought of picking up and starting over when | had already grown
comfortably into my clay pot. Nevertheless, God wanted to take me out of the
walled off garden, plant me in the open orchard, and let me lay down deep roots
nurtured by grace and God's word.

So | started letting go. And it's ok to let go. It may be difficult to discern what should
remain in your life and what you need to make room for, but God has a way of mak-
ing it clear when those things begin to remove themselves from your life. Though
they may be painful to let go of, remember that your life has a calling into which you
will live. A calling that nobody said would be simple. A calling that you might not
believe is yours because you are not qualified. Yet, God has never called the quali-
fied. Instead, God qualified the called.

Today, | am blooming on my own. It's not easy, but the experience is beautiful. | am
so thankful and blessed to have had the courage to do something new - something
that | had never done before, because God has called me to do it. God's got my
back and has only surpassed my expectations; God will do the same for you.

This season you might find yourself in a new dorm, in a new city, with a new job,
maybe in a new relationship status. No matter what differences life brings during
this time of change, acknowledge God's hand in the workings behind it all. Look to
the horizon with hope and the hardiness to rise beyond the temperate changes and
grow steadfast as a tree deeply rooted in the word and grace of God.

While autumn can be associated with melancholy and endless summer opportuni-
ties dropping like leaves, it should equally be associated with the harvest. The har-
vest is a time to not only appreciate what God has given you, but also to take those
blessings and share them with others. To share your new wisdom, love, or courage
with those you hold dear and those who will benefit from your blessing.

Along with fall comes All Saints Day and El Dia de los Muertos, both religious holi-
days set to honor the memory of those who have gone before us into the life ever-
lasting. Even in death, we are reminded of God's love for our ancestors while we
celebrate our gratitude for their lives and the gifts they have bestowed upon us.

Autumn is a special time in the life of the church and in the life of those beyond it.
It's an opportunity to stand on the threshold between the old and the new. Autumn
is a time to put the final pieces of the puzzle together and see the bigger picture. To
look in-between the ends of the hourglass and realize the gift of your life and its fra-
gility. Look for the ways God has shaped your life in the past and how God is mold-
ing your future. Harvest the experiences you have been blessed with and be grate-
ful for another season of life.
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A Reflection

In the fading of the summer sun,

the shortening of days, cooling breeze,
swallows' flight and moonlight rays

We see the Creator's hand.

In the browning of leaves once green,
morning mists, autumn chill,

fruit that falls, frost's first kiss

We see the Creator's hand.

- Unknown




October 15-21, 2023

15 THE 20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (Proper 23)
St. James’, Mobridge & All Saints, Morristown, TN 1
16The Rev. Linda Kramer, Hill City (b)
17 Brotherhood of Christian Unity
18 St. Luke the Evangelist
The Rev. David Hussey, retired, Mni Sose Mission (o)
Marlys Fratzke, Administrator (b)
19 Pray for the Diversity of Races and Cultures, BCP pg. 840
20 St. Luke's, Hot Springs
21 Calvary Cathedral, Sioux Falls

HOPE WANDERS THE SF
HOPE HAUNTS THE ALLEYS AND BYWAYS.

SHE SEEKS TO RESIST INJUSTICE,

WITHOUT MIRRORING INJUSTICE.
SHE STANDS AGAINST TERROR,
WITHOUT BECOMING TERRIBLE.

SHE REFUSES VIOLENCE,

WITHOUT BECOMING VIOLENT.

O GOD, HELP US TO WALK WITH HOPE,

AS WE PURSUE THE PATHS OF PEACE. AMEN.

Bishop Deon K. Johnson




