
  

 

Upcoming Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday, 10/01   The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
     9 AM     Holy Eucharist—Christ Church, Yankton 
     10AM   Coffee Hour at Christ Church 
     10:30AM  Coffee Hour at St. Paul’s, Vermillion 
     11:30AM Holy Eucharist—St. Paul’s, Vermillion 
     2 PM  All Faith’s Service @ Majestic Bluffs 
 
Monday, 10/02   Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels 
     Rector’s Sabbath 
     Vestry Meeting 5:15pm—Yankton 
      
Tuesday, 10/03   Feast of St. Theresa of Lisieux 
     Bulletin Items Due to Office by 9AM 
     Bible Study 1PM—Pastoral Center, Yankton 
     Communion Service at Majestic Bluffs 2PM (ELCA) 
      

Wednesday, 10/04  Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
     Pastoral Visitations at Majestic Bluffs 3PM  
     Midweek Eucharist 5:30pm 
               
Thursday, 10/05   Midwest Eucharist 12 Noon—Vermillion 
     Bible Study 12:30pm-Vermillion 
     Book Discussion Group-Yankton, 5:15pm 
      
Friday, 10/06   Feast of William Tyndale, Priest 
     Pastoral Visitations in Norfolk and Yankton. 
 
Saturday, 10/07   ECW Holiday Bazaar 10am –2pm, Yankton 

The Weekly News, Events, and Opportunities of 

The Episcopal Community of Southeast South Dakota 
 

Two Locations, One Faith Community, One Family in Christ 
Reaching Out in Christ’s Love to Clay and Yankton Counties 

 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Matthew 28: 19-20 
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Dear Family:   
 
The annual Diocesan Convention is coming soon and we gather with the other cler-
gy and delegates from all over our diocese.  It is a wonderful gift to be part of a dio-
cese and an even greater gift to be part of a national church and denomination.  We 
will do the business of the church, celebrate Eucharist together, socialize and renew 
friendships old and make new ones, and learn from and about each other.  Conven-
tion is a powerful reminder that we are together and not independent churches.  
Within this connection is strength and solidarity.    
 
Here’s the theme for convention:  “Being the church no one expects us to be” fol-
lowed by a statement about God’s mission in this diocese. 
 
 God’s ongoing mission is the reconciliation and restoration of a broken world.  
 
We, the Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota, participate in God’s mission by striving 
to face and overcome the long-lasting, generational effects of betrayal and broken 
promises and by breaking the negative stereotypes many people have about the 
Church and Christians. 
Our success lies in welcoming others into a circle that God has created, sharing uni-
ty with Jesus, and working to fulfill his prayer for all of us to be one. 
 
 We invite all people to participate with us in God’s mission here.  
 
We invite all people to come and be part of something unexpected, maybe even a 
unique blessing.  
We invite all people to come and discover a fresh way of encountering God in their 
life.   
 
May it be so.  Amen! 
 
Peace and all good! 
Fr. Mike 
 
 
 

Notes from Fr. Mike 
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ECW Holiday Bazaar: Mark your calendars now so you can attend the ECW Holiday 
Open House on Saturday, October 7th from 10AM-2PM.  A variety of handmade 
gifts, pecans, and other items will be available or available for order. 
 
Diocesan Convention: will be held on October 13-14th in Pierre this year.  Our 
community delegates attending will be Karen Kubal, Jane Kopecky, and Tim and 
Linda Shumaker.  Pray for the diocese as we do the important work of “being the 
church the world doesn’t expect us to be”.  Fr. Mike will be in Pierre on October 12th 
for the fall Clergy Conference.   Our worship schedule will not be affected by at-
tendance at convention. 
 
Bible Study: occurs each Tuesday at 1pm in the Pastoral Center meeting room in 
Yankton.  Anyone is welcome to attend from both Yankton and Vermillion, and even 
those connected with another church.   We will study The Gospel according to Mat-
thew.  The study doesn’t require continuous attendance (but it’s helpful in seeing 
the larger picture) so drop in when you can.  We have  the same study at St. Paul’s 
immediately following the Midweek Eucharist each Thursday, around 12:30pm. 
 
D-Days in Vermillion: The St. Paul’s family are planning to have a tent at the church 
for the D-Days parade on October 7th at 9AM. Christ Church members that are able 
are invited to join us in greeting and reaching out to the community during this im-
portant community parade and event.  Donuts and coffee will be available at a free 
will donation. 
 
October Collection for Heartland Humane Society:  in honor of St. Francis of As-
sisi, we will collect items this month for the Heartland Humane Society.  Items the 
shelter needs on a regular basis are: 
 
 CLUMPING cat litter, dry kitten food, wet kitten food, paper towels, toilet pa-
per, bleach, laundry detergent, wash clothes and rags, dog toys, cat toys, flea 
or tick control, brooms, window cleaner, dry erase markers, copy paper, and 
stamps. Bleach, Hand Soap, Dish Soap, Plastic Cat Toys, Dog Toys, Large/XL 
Kongs, Large/XL Dog Harnesses.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Weekly Community Announcements Weekly Community Announcements 
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Blessing of Pets: will be held in later October due to conflicting events during the 
first week and diocesan convention on the second.  Fr. Mike will be arranging to go 
to the Humane shelters to bless the pets and staff at both Yankton and Vermillion.  
Stay tuned for details and for dates and times so our parish family can join together 
in the events.    The Feast Day of St. Francis is October 4th and the pets are given a 
special blessing in honor of and imploring St. Francis’ prayers and protections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Concerning St. Francis of Assisi:   
 
Francis of Assisi was poor only that he might be Christ-like. He recognized creation 
as another manifestation of the beauty of God. In 1979, he was named patron of 
ecology. He did great penance—apologizing to “Brother Body” later in life—that he 
might be totally disciplined for the will of God. Francis’ poverty had a sister, Humili-
ty, by which he meant total dependence on the good God. But all this was, as it 
were, preliminary to the heart of his spirituality: living the gospel life, summed up in 
the charity of Jesus and perfectly expressed in the Eucharist.  
 
Saint Francis of Assisi is the Patron Saint of: 
Animals 
Archaeologists 
Ecology 
Italy 
Merchants 
Messengers 
Metal Workers 
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River City Domestic Violence Center: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yankton Contact Center: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Community Announcements Community Support Opportunities 
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St. Paul’s, Vermillion     Christ Church, Yankton 
1  Kelsey Collier-Wise (BD)   1 Tre Hayes (BD)   
4 Amy S (BD)     2 Letrell Hayes (BD)   
5  Sharron N (BD)      Mary Ann Anderson (BD) 
9  Tom S (BD)      8 Norm & Kathy Wright (W) 
 David H. (BD)     10 Sandy Cope (BD) 
15  Jack N (BD)     13 Barb Lyle (BD) 
17 Carol R. (BD)      Jackie LaCroix (BD) 
20  Ed A. (BD)      25 Fr. Mike & Karen Newago (W) 
24 Mother Pat (BD)     28 LaVonne Lorenzen (BD) 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We Pray for Those In Our Parish Family with Birthdays: 
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we 
pray, on your servants as they begin another year. Grant 
that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 
trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
We Pray for Those with Wedding Anniversaries in Our Parish Family: 
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented 
the spiritual unity between Christ and his Church: Send your blessing upon these 
couples who renew their promises to each other this year, and grant them your 
grace, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and pa-
tience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their lives together may be a witness to 
your love and forgiveness, and that their home may be a haven of blessing and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

Parish Family 
October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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Reflections to Think and Pray About 

What is Faith? 

© 2015 by Erasmo Passaro 

Faith makes you humble such that you always stand beneath God, and never 
above him. 

It is the sun’s light that shines on the desolate moon of our imperfections and our 
failures and heals, redeems and transforms them into the radiant light of God’s 
love and mercy which shines into eternity. 

It allows and increases grace by opening our hearts to others and to God’s will, 
which in turn increases faith. 

While faith cannot be fully understood, it gives us an understanding of life and our 
purpose. 

It is the gateway to love, hope and mercy. 

Doubt is not the enemy of faith. In contrast to certainty which frequently leads to 
rigidity, intolerance and self-righteousness, humble doubt deepens faith, and in-
creases our reliance on God. 

Faith is not the enemy of reason; she blesses knowledge with wisdom, discern-
ment and humility. 

It makes us aware of our smallness which in turn fosters greatness. 

It makes us decrease (our ego), and makes the truth and charitable love (not selfish 
love) for others increase. 

It gives us the courage to share our gifts since the only legacy that we leave is what 
we have given away, not what we have taken. 

Works built on faith have a foundation that lasts forever because they are for the 
greater good and not for the self. 

Faith breaks down walls and builds bridges: it teaches us to treat each person with 
dignity, respect, and unconditional love and to accept plurality and commonality 
with one another and those who lived before us. 

Faith is a paradox; the more you relinquish control to God’s will, the greater con-
trol you attain, the more obedience (listening heart) you have, the more freedom 
you receive. 

It allows for reverential awe that puts ourselves in third place, love for God first and 

love for others second. 

It leads to gratitude for the immense gifts and relationships we have been given. 
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Man was not made for faith (i.e. to prove we own the truth or to show our great-

ness), faith was made for man/woman to shape us in God’s image, to cultivate the 

unique gifts we have been given, and to inspire the following: wisdom, understand-

ing, fortitude, reverence, integrity, sincerity, humility, love, hope, peace, patience, 

kindness and generosity. 

Faith makes us accountable by asking each of us life’s important questions and by 

challenging us to respond to those questions with how we choose to live our life, 

rather than us asking faith questions about how life was made for us or by using 

faith to advance and justify our own agenda(s). 

Faith is the answer to existential isolation, despair and ennui (loss of meaning/

boredom), giving us its anecdote, which is solitude with  God in the shadow of his 

love and mercy, to know who we are,  what we were made to be, to understand our 

motives,  reflect on our conscience, know  our meaning and purpose and its trans-

cendent nature, to become aware of our interconnectedness, thus leading to union 

with one another and the Holy Spirit (the love between the Father and the Son) 

which allows us to live our lives with joy and passion in humble gratitude and awe 

for all we have been given. 

Faith teaches us that no man or woman is an island, and it is only through others 

that we recognize, cultivate and nurture our unique gifts (our time, talents and treas-

ures), and that these gifts are to be freely given and received (as we have received 

them without cost), and not taken or hoarded. 

Faith allows us to accept our failures and imperfections and makes us free, as we 

recognize that it is precisely those imperfections that are yoked to our gifts that be-

come a reflection, which we were made to be, of the unique, humble greatness of 

our Savior Lord Jesus Christ. 
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October 1-7, 2023 
 
1 THE 18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (Proper 21) 
 St. Peter’s, Fort Pierre & Trinity, Gatlinburg, TN  
St. Katharine's, Martin 
 2 St. Julia’s, Porcupine  
3 All Angels, Spearfish  
4 St. Luke's, Iron Lightning  
5 Ministries Advisory Council  
6 Mitchell Honan, Former Canon of Finance and Property (b)  
Pray for the Board of Examining Chaplains  
7 The Rev. Ellen Lang, retired, Sioux Falls (o)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 


