
Dear Family:  It’s hard to believe that we are near midsummer already, isn’t it?  
Creation appears to be at full blossom in the glory of God.  The many shades of 
color, unique textures, and fragrances surround us wherever we go.  Hopefully 
each of us has time to rest and relax a bit and take in that beauty. In this season 
after Pentecost, our Scriptures focus on Jesus’ ministry and his proclamation of the 
Kingdom of God.  Since we are in Year A, in the first year of the lectionary cycle, 
the Gospel readings are drawn from the Gospel according to Matthew.  Matthew 
writes from the perspective of fulfillment.  Christ is the fulfillment of the law and 
the prophets and inaugurates the Kingdom of God in the here-and-now.  While this 
time if often called “ordinary”, it is hardly that.  Ordinary Time (the season after 
Pentecost and the season after Epiphany) are not just mundane times of the year 
(though it may feel like it sometime!) but rather ‘counted time’.  The reflection posted 
in The Commission, our new weekly community publication, features a reflection 
about ordinary time that is worth your time in reading and contemplating.  How do 
we each mark the passing of time and what symbols do we use and recognize that 
reflect that movement?  These are important things for us to consider “as time goes 
by”.  

We are in the first few months of our covenant partnership between St. Paul’s 
and Christ Church, and we are still learning as we go.  Both locations have had to 
sacrifice time on Sundays to accommodate the Eucharist and have had to modify 
our fellowship time also.  There is a distinct give-and-take and thus far, we have been 
able to compromise very well and in the spirit of building community.  And we’re 
still getting to know each other.  Our first Fifth Sunday joint service and potluck on 
April 30th was a joyful celebration and a wonderful day spent together as one family 
in Christ.  July 30th is our next Fifth Sunday celebration, and we will celebrate at 
Christ Church, Yankton, this time.  Remember, the Eucharist starts at 9AM with the 
potluck following afterwards.  Plus, the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will host 
their quarterly meeting after the feast and are anticipating that our St. Paul’s women 
would like to join in and participate in their activities.  I hope each of us is able to 
come together at the Fifth Sunday event and witness the dedication to building 
community that St. Paul’s and Christ Church strives for in our covenant.

I am thankful for the joyful Eucharistic celebrations we share together each week 
and look forward to continuing to build community and reach out in love to the 
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many folks in Clay and Yankton Counties.  Each of us has a part to play in this mission, and we trust the 
Holy Spirit to guide and direct us daily.  Though we can’t always do big things, collectively and as two 
embassies or outposts of God’s kingdom here in Yankton and Vermillion, we can do very small things 
filled with great love.  God wants us to be faithful: faithful in our worship, in our love and care for each 
other, and in our commitment to follow Jesus, living and inviting others to community in the Kingdom 
of God in the here-and-now but not quite yet.  That might seem to be a lofty call and it is, but a call that 
we live out together as God’s holy people.  Christianity is a communal tradition not one that is siloed 
with each on his or her own.  It’s about togetherness.  We are many parts, but yet one body in Christ 
admonishes St. Paul.   May it be so!

Peace and all good,

Fr. Mike
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In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory
Karen Schempp Harmelink,Karen Schempp Harmelink, age 84, became an angel in Heaven October 8,
2022.  Memorial services were on 10:00 AM, Tuesday, December 27, 2022 at the Opsahl-
Kostel Funeral Home and Onsite Crematory, Yankton, SD with Rev. Michael Newago 
officiating.  Burial of her cremated will take place at a later date.  Online condolences may be 
sent at: www.opsahl-kostelfuneralhome.com.

Having been a lifelong resident of Yankton, she was born in the community to William 
Schempp and Helen (Strasser) Schempp on December 14, 1937, where she later attended 
public schools including graduating from Yankton High School in 1956.  She earned a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the University of South Dakota in 1960 and was a member 
of Alpha Phi Sorority, serving as President and participating in many sorority activities 
including runner-up to Miss University, writing fashion articles for the college newspaper, 
modeling for various issues of the school’s magazine.  Upon graduation, her first employment 
was an artist for Hallmark Greeting Cards in Kansas City, MO.  She also taught Art at 
Nallwood Junior High School in Kansas City KN.  Having been fortunate to travel in Europe 

immediately after college graduation, she was determined to return and accomplished this by 
accepting a senior high school art teaching position on an United States Army base in Karlshue, Germany and taught for 3 
years. She enjoyed opportunities to travel to most of the European countries, broadening her knowledge and appreciation 
of each while developing a lifetime interest in historic buildings and restoration.  Upon returning briefly to Yankton to visit 
her parents one Christmas, she met John.  A spark of romance developed as well as a long-distance courtship followed by 
an eventual return from Germany to Yankton and a marriage on August 14, 1965.  At the time, John was President and 
owner of Yankton Concrete Products and then eventually senior partner of Harmelink, Fox, and Ravnsborg Law Offices.  
Karen is the mother of three children.  Jason Harmelink (Renae) of Crofton, Nebraska, Scott (Stacy) Harmelink of Sioux 
City, Iowa, and Krista Harmelink of Cave Creek, Arizona.  Jason farms and ranches in both Nebraska and South Dakota. 
He has 4 children.  Amanda Watkins (Kurt) in Phoenix Arizona, Tyler (Taylor) Harmelink in Crofton, Nebraska, Tara 
Foxhoven (Tanner) in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and Raychel Hollingsworth (Jed) in North Platte, Nebraska.  Scott is the 
PGA Director of Golf at Green Valley Golf Club and Floyd Park Golf Course in Sioux City, Iowa.  Scott has 2 children.  
Emma Harmelink and Maya Harmelink, both currently residing in Phoenix, Arizona.  Krista is an executive leadership 
coach for Questage and KH Performance Coaching in Cave Creek, Arizona.  She has 2 sons, both currently in High School 
in Cave Creek, Arizona.  

Karen was a member of the P.E.O. Sisterhood chapter CO and served as President (1990-1991).  She was a member of 
Antique Study Organization, Questers, and not only served as Arikara Chapter President, but as the first State Questers 
President from 1983-1986.  She was an active member of a local historic preservation group, Historic Yankton, Inc.  With 
interests in preservation and history, she served on the Board of Directors of the Cramer - Kenyon Heritage Home as well 
as on the Board of Yankton County Historical Society and Dakota Territorial Museum.  She was appointed to serve on 
the Mayor’s Commission for Reconciliation for better understanding of racial issues.  Her interest in art led her to serve 
on the Board of Directors of the Yankton area Arts and in 2006 was the recipient of the Yankton Arts Advocate Award, 
and also membership in Connecting Artists.  Karen was the recipient of the Governor’s Award for History in 1997 as well 
as being one of the first recipients of the Arts Hall of Fame Award from Yankton High School.  She has been an active 
member of the Christ Episcopal Church.  Her greatest organizational accomplishment was as General Chairperson of the 
International Questers Convention held in Rapid City, SD in 2001, involving 4 years of preparation and planning.

Karen continued to influence her grandchildren, teaching them how to make homemade pasta, the perfectly balanced cup 
of tea, and various art mediums.  She continued to develop her art skills throughout the years.  Jason, Scott, and Krista 
and some grandchildren have Karen’s original beautiful works of art hanging in their homes.  Karen created much of her 
artwork before her children were born and then after her children were raised and living on their own.

Upon their retirement, John and Karen had resided in Cave Creek, Arizona during the winter months, enjoying the 
beautiful desert landscape, glorious weather, friends and family.  John passed away on August 17, 2019.  She is survived by 
her 3 children, 8 grandchildren, and 4 great grandchildren.

Memorials may be sent to the Yankton County Historical Society directed toward the Mead Museum at 82 Mikkelson 
Lane, Yankton, SD  57078.



In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory
Bernard Joseph Kubal,Bernard Joseph Kubal, 88, of Yankton, SD passed away peacefully on 
December 21, 2022 at The Arbors at Lakewood in Springfield, Missouri.

Memorial services were held at 10 a.m. Saturday, April 22, 2023 at Christ Episcopal 
Church in Yankton, with Fr. Michael Newago, CFC, officiating. Inurnment with 
military rites were scheduled for noon, at the Yankton Municipal Cemetery.

Bernard was born to Martin E. and Frances (Pesicka) Kubal on July 14, 1934 in 
Lake Andes, South Dakota.  Family lore records that day as being 114º in the 
shade.  When he was 8 months old, the family moved to a farm west of Tabor, SD.  
He attended Wilson School #59 through the 8th grade, graduating from Tabor 

High School in 1953.  He operated the family farm with his father until the summer 
of 1957 when he was drafted into the U.S. Army.  He served in France until being discharged in 1959 at which 
time he married Phyllis Larson of Yankton, SD.  Bernard continued to farm with his father until his parents’ 
retirement in 1963 when he assumed ownership of the farm.  Following his retirement from farming in 1998, 
he and Phyllis moved to Yankton.  He was always happiest when he could be out riding his motorcycle, a hobby 
he enjoyed since his teenage years until a shoulder injury at age 74 put an end to his riding days.  Bernard was 
a member of Christ Episcopal Church and had served on the board of the Wilson School District #59 of Bon 
Homme County.

Survivors include his daughters, Karen Kubal, Jayne Larson and Lynda Jochims (Richard); four grandchildren, 
Rosanna (Ryan) Zachary, Krystal (John) Krenzke, Andrew Chleborad and Adam Chleborad; his sister, Marcy 
(John) Kudrna and many nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Phyllis, his parents and seven siblings.
Memorials may be directed to Christ Episcopal Church, Yankton and the Heartland Humane Society, Yankton.



Carolyn Ann Gilster, age 82,Carolyn Ann Gilster, age 82, of Yankton, South Dakota, died unex-
pectedly at her home on Tuesday, May 2, 2023. Memorial services were at 10:30 
AM, on Monday, May 8, 2023 at Christ Episcopal Church in Yankton with Fr. 
Mike Newago, CFC officiating.  Inurnment was in the Garden of Memories 
Cemetery in Yankton.   Arrangements were under the direction of the Wintz 
& Ray Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Yankton.  Pallbearers were her 
four grandsons: Miles and William Gilster, Casey and Cameron Krejci.

Carolyn was born August 20, 1940 in Springfield, Missouri to Marion and Ruth 
(Rathbone) Berry.  She grew up in Springfield and attended Springfield High 
School.  After her freshman year, the family moved to North Platte, NE, where 
she met the love of her life Bill Gilster.  Bill and Carolyn were married on May 
6, 1961.  They lived in North Platte for a few years where they had their two 
children, Kevin and Lori.  Bill got a job working for NWPS.  He was promoted 

and moved his family to Huron, SD for 3 years before being transferred to Yankton in 1973.  Carolyn worked 
at American State Bank in Yankton for many years and then for Yankton Radiology.  Bill was offered regional 
manager of NWPS Nebraska division.  They moved to Grand Island, NE for 3 years before Bill took early retire-
ment and they moved back to Yankton.  After the death of her husband in 2000, she accepted a job at Episcopal 
Church as their secretary.

Carolyn loved playing bridge, was an avid reader and enjoyed traveling.  Her biggest joy was spending time with 
her family, most of all, her 4 grandsons.  She had many close friends that she cherished and made many memo-
ries with.  She was an only child, so the friends she made through life, were family to her.  She was a member of 
chapter CO, PEO, and a member of Christ Episcopal Church.  She enjoyed being a part of Kids Hope through 
the church, as a mentor for kids at Lincoln School for many years.  She enjoyed family and friends along with her 
daily glass of wine.  She was deeply loved and will be greatly missed.

Carolyn is survived by two children: Kevin (Sandy) Gilster of Argyle, TX and Lori (Daryl) Krejci of Yankton; 
four grandsons: Miles Gilster, William Gilster, Casey Krejci and Cameron Krejci (fiancé, Savannah Frick); sister-
in-law, Dottie (Joe) Grachek of North Platte, and a special friend Jim Kirkman.

Carolyn was preceded in death by her parents; and husband, William Gilster on June 29, 2000.
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Jolene Teresa MondragonJolene Teresa Mondragon,, age 55, of Yankton, South Dakota died on 
Monday, May 15, 2023 at Avera Sacred Heart Hospital in Yankton.

A celebration of her life was at 7:00 PM, on Thursday, May 18, 2023 at Wintz & Ray 
Funeral Home in Yankton with Reverend Mike Newago officiating.  

Jolene was born November 14, 1967 in Yankton, South Dakota to Joe Vitek and 
JoAnn (Lane) List.  She grew up in Yankton and graduated with the class of 1986 
from Yankton High School.  After school, she moved to New Jersey where she 
was a nanny for several families until moving back to Yankton.  She worked as a 
waitress and operated an ice cream truck with her dad.  She then worked in the 
pharmacy and later in the vision care at Walmart and managed the food service at 
the Holiday Inn Express.  Jolene spent 17 years working in the lunch program at 

Yankton High School and was the head cook for the last several years.

Jolene loved to cook and bake and always enjoyed feeding people.  She also loved reading, going on walks and 
caring for her plants.  Jolene was very giving and selfless.  She always put everyone else’s needs before her own.  
Above all, Jolene treasured her family and loved spending time with her children and grandchildren.

Jolene is survived by her four children: Jordan Mondragon, Megan Mondragon (Matthew Olsen), Emma 
Mondragon (Ethan Hernandez), and Angelina Mondragon, all of Yankton; step daughter, Martha Mondragon of 
Columbia, South America; eight grandchildren: Adalynn, Ario, Evya, Raziel, Olive, Clover, Lexi and Madison; 
father, Joe Vitek of Yankton; mother, JoAnn (Terry) List of Yankton; three sisters: Jackie LaCroix (Gary) of 
Yankton, Jana Sell (Troy) of Gayville, SD and Janelle Tacke of Yankton; loving partner, Gene Anderson of 
Yankton; and many nieces and nephews.

Jolene was preceded in death by her grandparents and son, Jaime Mondragon.

In Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory



New AddressNew Address
Andrea and Darin Indahl recently moved.  
Their new address is:
608 Douglas
Yankton, SD  57078
Congratulations Andrea and Darin!

Hall of FameHall of Fame
The South Dakota Cross Country and Track and 
Field Coaches Association has established a “Hall 
of Fame”, and on May 27th six individuals were 
inducted.  The event took place during the state 
track and field events in Sioux Falls.  The late Max 
Hawk, who passed in 2021, was recognized as an 
Assistant Track Coach, working with boys and 
girls who became champion discus and shot put 
throwers.   Jane, her daughters, and other family 
members were present, at Howard Wood Field, to 
receive the Hall of Fame plaque.

CongraCongratulatulations Gradutions Graduaates!tes!
Congratulations to Daniel Dykstra and Zachary 
Fedde on their high school graduation last 
weekend! Daniel is the son of Cathy Unruh and 
Zach is Daniel's cousin. They are also the grandsons 
of Dick and Dawne Unruh.

Disney's Newsies Production
Tickets are still available and Caitlin Britten is 
ushering, so you will be assured a fine seat!



Janlle Tacke Family Vacation Fun! Janlle Tacke Family Vacation Fun! 

All my kids, their spouses and grandchildren took a 
family trip to the Hills over Memorial Day weekend. 
There were 16 of us. We rented a house outside of 
Lead. We weren’t sure if the Hills could handle all 16 
of us at once but we sure had a blast! A few adventures 
we all did together was the Cosmos and a hike to 
Devils Bathtub. Even Emmie, who is just over 1 year 
took part in the hike!  I think my grandkids did better 
on the hike than this grandma did but it sure was fun!! 
Fun memories were made!!
Janelle Tacke



 Call to Order and Opening Prayer: Fr. Mike.

Roll Call and Establishment of Quorum:  Members present: Father Mike, Shann Doerr, Steve Adamson, Dawne 
Unruh, Janelle Tacke, Karen Kubal, Sandy Cope, Ron Mugge, Dick Unruh, treasurer.  A quorum was met. 

Review and Approval of Minutes from September 11, 2022:  Sandy moved to approve the minutes.  Dawn seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried. 

Officer Reports:  Senior Warden:  Shann reported that the garden at the front of the church has been cleaned up 
for the winter.  She thanked Steve and Jen for assisting with getting the daffodil bulbs planted.  The garden has 
been certified as a pollinator garden and we have received a sign that designates it as such.  Jen and Steve will be 
donating a bird bath to the garden next year which will provide a water source for pollinators.  Shann is planning 
to plant native plants between the back of the church and the parking area next year. 

Junior Warden: Steve thanked Shann for undertaking all the work and expense of putting in the front garden.  He 
expressed gratitude to all who helped clean up the pears this fall.  Thanks were extended to Fr. Mike, Fred, Roger 
and Steve for putting up the signs in the parking lot.  And he extended thanks to Ken Smith for working on the 
front doors.  
The kitchen sink became plugged Wednesday night following the soup supper and the Drain Doctor was called.  
He recommended putting in an air gap under the sink to help it to drain faster and allow the dish washer to drain 
better.  
Steve also brought up a parishioner’s concern about the lack of gutters on the south side of the carriage house but 
since there is nothing to attach them to (the fascia needs to be repaired first), this will not be addressed at this time.   

Treasurer’s Report:   Financial Report for September 2022 

1. Operating Fund:

A. September receipts totaled $4,904.86. In addition, $8,000.00 was transferred from the Fundraising/Rector’s
Fund (The transfers are automatic.). Operating expenses for the same period were $18,471.85. For the month, 
expenses exceeded receipts, excluding the transfers from other funds, by $13,566.99.

B. For the year through 09/30/22, operating expenses totaling $150,606.49 have exceeded operating receipts,
again excluding any transfers from other funds, of $74,293.15 by $76,313.34. To date we have transferred $72,000.00 
from the Fundraising/Rector’s Fund and $5,000.00 from the Restricted Fund to help cover expenses and maintain 
cash flow. 

C. To balance our 2022 proposed expense budget of $187,632, we need average weekly receipts of $3,610.
Through Sunday, 10/16, we have averaged $1,645 per week prorating the one-time donations and pledges paid in 
full over 52 weeks, a decrease of $26.00 per week compared to last month. We are still trending upward for the 
year. 

D. The Operating Fund checkbook balance on 09/30/22 was $6,353.50. The checkbook balance on 10/16/22
was $7,758.23. 
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2.	 Investment Funds: 
	
	 A.	 The opening balance on 01/01/22 in the Restricted Fund was $352,331.80. The closing balance on 09/30/22 
was $264,777.88. On 02/04/22, $5,000.00 was transferred from the fund to the church checking account. In August, 
two transfers totaling $20,000.00 were made to cover the down payment for the Newago mortgage. The loss in 
market value for the period was $62,553.92. This account is being used as the collateral for the loans and, as a 
result, our future withdrawals may be somewhat limited. Currently, we need to maintain a balance of $108,000 as 
collateral for the outstanding loan amounts. 
	 B. The opening balance on 01/01/22 in the Unrestricted Fund was $39,721.31. The closing balance on 09/30/22 
was $29,127.75. On 04/28/22, $4,130.00 was transferred from the fund to the Operating account to cover the cost 
of tree removal. The loss in market value for the period was $6,463.56. 

3. Other Fund Bank Balances as of 09/30/22 

	 A. ECW: $6,440.11 B. 
	 B.	 Discretionary Fund: $59.25 
	 C. Petty Cash-Operating Fund: $28.28 
	 D. Petty Cash-Discretionary Fund: $0 
	 E. Fundraising/Rector’s Savings Fund: $12,532.41 
	 F. Building Improvements Loan #1 balance due: $55,021.47 
	 G. Building Improvements Loan #2 balance due: $20,800.76 

4. Other Information 

	 A. On 10/11/22, $5,000.00 was transferred from the Restricted Fund to the Operating Fund to maintain cash 
flow. 

	 B. Third quarter donation reports were prepared for distribution in October. 
Rector’s Report: Fr. Mike reports that he was absent most of the month of October due to having COVID 19.  The 
newsletter has been sent out.  Fr. Mike talked to the vestry about the church needing to go in a different direction 
if we are to survive.  All churches are facing decline and the attractional model (if you open your doors, they 
will come) no longer works as social conventions have changed.  We need to get out beyond our doors and build 
relationships in the community in order to earn the right to talk to the members of our community about Jesus.  

Ron moved to accept the Senior Warden’s, Junior Warden’s, Treasurer’s, and Rector’s Reports.  Shann seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried.  

Committee Reports:
A.	  Liturgy Committee.  
	 a.	 The committee had recommended that the announcements be removed from the middle of the service as 
it served as a distraction to the worship.  Fr. Mike has decided to have the Reader cover the announcements prior 
to the service starting as it is important to have that interaction with the congregation.  	
	 b.	 All Saints Day will be celebrated during our regular Sunday Service on November 6th.
	 c.	 In lieu of a Thanksgiving Day service, the month of November will be designated as a season of Thanksgiving 
with November 20th as our church family’s principal Thanksgiving Day. 
	 d.	 The committee has decided that during the Advent Season, the liturgy of our principal services will focus 
on reclaiming the mantle of being the Mother Church of the Dakotas in the 21st Century. 
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B.	 ECW
	 a.	 Mid-September we gathered to share a meal, ideas and donate toward the ECW’s annual budget.  We 
support project within our parish and donate to several local charities, the state ECW project and support a child 
through Children’s International.  
	 b.	 October 8th we packed 138 packages of Episcopal Bean Soup. 
	 c.	 The sewing group (Sandy, Jen, Somer, Sara, Jane K., Karen K.) are working on the completion of the 23 
Christmas Stockings that were ordered this year.  A waiting list has been started for next years’ stockings.
	 d.	 The next ECW meeting will be held November 6th, following the coffee hour to discuss how to promote 
and distribute our fundraising products.
Old Business:
A Historic Preservation committee has been formed – members Karen K., Gert and Karen M.  The members met 
with Megan Hansen curator of the Mead Museum, to assess our historical items.  On loan to the Museum are two 
stoles and a diary from Rev Hoyt.  The stoles are displaying significant signs of deterioration.  The diary is being 
digitized to help preserve the original.  Once the committee has inventoried our historical items they will meet 
with the vestry and any interested parishioners to determine whether we will donate these items to the museum 
or maintain ownership of them. 
Karen K. is also working on gathering and organizing the ECW records which are located is several locations in the 
Pastoral Center.  She will then work with ECW members to determine what to keep and how to store it efficiently.   

New Business:
Resolutions of Courtesy and Thanks
	 1.	 To Ken Smith for outstanding work on front steps and doors
	 2.	 To the Vitek/Tacke/O’Gorman/Sudbeck/Cope/Smith/Kubal families for clean-up and disposal of pears
	 3.	 To Ron Mugge for service. 
Ron made a motion that the above Resolutions be presented.  Steven seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 
The minutes from the previous executive session where reviewed and approved.
Treasurer, Dick Unruh presented the preliminary budget for 2023.  

Our Parish family will celebrate Thanksgiving on November 20th following the church service.  The church will 
provide a turkey and ham with parishioners bringing side dishes and desserts.
We will start our 2023 pledge drive in November.

Avent will start on November 27th.

The next meeting of the vestry will be on Sunday, November 27th following coffee hour.

Closing prayer was offered by Ron Mugge 

Motion to Adjourn/Adjournment: Shann moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Janelle provided the second.  The 
meeting was adjourned. 

Submitted by Sandy Cope, Clerk
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Call to Order and Opening Prayer: Fr. Mike.

Roll Call and Establishment of Quorum:  Members present: Father Mike, Shann Doerr, Steve Adamson, Dawne 
Unruh, Janelle Tacke, Karen Kubal, Sandy Cope, Dick Unruh, treasurer.  A quorum was met. 

Review and Approval of Minutes from October 30, 2022:  Dawne moved to approve the minutes.  Shann seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried. 

Officer Reports:  Senior Warden:  Shann reported that vestry members working on the Covenant Partnership 
Between Christ Church and St. Paul’s have meet once.  They are planning to have Fr. Mike alternate Sunday 
Eucharistic services between the churches with morning prayer being offered on the off weekends.  On the months 
when there are 5 Sundays there will be a combined service, alternating between the sites. For Easter, Vermillion 
has requested the Vigil service and Yankton will have the Easter morning service.  Christmas services still need to 
be worked out.  Office hours have yet to be determined.  There is not a secretary in Vermillion.  St Paul’s is willing 
to contribute 50% towards Fr. Mikes stipend, housing, pension health/life insurance and travel.
Shann feels that this is a blessing for both churches.  

Junior Warden: Steve attempted to apply weather stripping to the front doors which did not work out as anticipated. 

Treasurer’s Report:   Treasurer’s Financial Report for October 2022 
1.	 Operating Fund: 
	 A.	 October receipts totaled $7,174.48.  In addition, $8,000.00 was transferred from the Fundraising/Rector’s 
Fund.  This was the last transfer from the fund.  Operating expenses for the same period were $17,272.28. For the 
month, expenses exceeded receipts, excluding the transfers from other funds, by $10,097.80. 
	 B.	 For the year through 10/31/22, operating expenses totaling $164,878.77 have exceeded operating receipts, 
again excluding any transfers from other funds, of $81,467.63 by $83,411.14. To date we have transferred $80,000.00 
from the Fundraising/Rector’s Fund and $10,000.00 from the Restricted Fund to help cover expenses and maintain 
cash flow.
	 C.	 To balance our 2022 proposed expense budget of $187,632, we need average weekly receipts of $3,610. 
Through Sunday, 11/13, we have averaged $1,737 per week prorating the one-time donations and pledges paid in 
full over 52 weeks, an increase of $92.00 per week compared to last month.  We are still trending upward for the 
year and are on pace to have our best year since 2016.  
	 D.	 The Operating Fund checkbook balance on 10/31/22 was $7,094.62. The checkbook balance on 11/09/22 
was $31,333.75. The reason for the large increase is a gift of $25,000 that was intended to be deposited to the 
Fundraising/Rector’s Fund was inadvertently deposited in the Operating Fund by the bank.  I decided to just leave 
it there rather than transfer $8,000.00 each month from the Fundraising/Rector’s Fund to the Operating Fund.  
The gift basically helps cover our expenses through the end of January 2023. 

2.	 Investment Funds: 
	 A.	 The opening balance on 01/01/22 in the Restricted Fund was $352,331.80. The closing balance on 09/30/22 
was $264,777.88.  On 02/04/22, $5,000.00 was transferred from the fund to the church checking account.  On 
10/11/22, another $5,000.00 was transferred from this fund to the Operating Fund.  In August, two transfers 
totaling $20,000.00 were made to cover the down payment for the Newago mortgage.  The loss in market value 
for the period was $62,553.92. This account is being used as the collateral for the loans and, as a result, our future 
withdrawals may be somewhat limited.  Currently, we need to maintain a balance of $108,000 as collateral for the 
outstanding loan amounts. 
	 B.	 The opening balance on 01/01/22 in the Unrestricted Fund was $39,721.31. The closing balance on 9/30/22 
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was $29,127.75. On 04/28/22, $4,130.00 was transferred from the fund to the Operating account to cover the cost 
of tree removal. The loss in market value for the period was $6,463.56. 

3.	 Other Fund Bank Balances as of 10/31/22 
	 A.	 CW:  $4,980.39 
	 B.	 Discretionary Fund:  $69.25   
	 C.	 Petty Cash-Operating Fund:  $28.28 
	 D.	 Petty Cash-Discretionary Fund:  $0 
	 E.	 Fundraising/Rector’s Savings Fund:  $4,532.41 
	 F.	 Building Improvements Loan #1 balance due:  $54,592.96 
	 G.	 Building Improvements Loan #2 balance due:  $20,663.63 

4.	 Other information 
	 A.	 The second draft of the 2023 budget is included with this report.  Please read the notes carefully. 
	 B.	 $1,500.00 was transferred from the Operating Fund to the Discretionary Fund in early November. 

Rector’s Report: Fr. Mike gave thanks to everyone who helped make the parish Thanksgiving dinner last Sunday 
a success.  He reports that the parish has had 6 baptisms this year and 2 deaths, bringing our membership to 46. 

Steve moved to accept the Senior Warden’s, Junior Warden’s, Treasurer’s, and Rector’s Reports.  Janelle seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried.  

Old Business:

1.	 As there was general consensus via email, with Sandy dissenting, but no official vote on the transfer of $1,500 
from the Operating Fund to the Discretionary Fund in early November, Steve moved to approve the transfer 
from the Operating Fund to the Discretionary Fund which has already happened.  Shann seconded the motion 
which passed.  Fr. Mike recommended that contrary to the proposal to automatically transfer funds into the 
Discretionary Fund to keep the balance above $1,000, that this be a one-time transfer and he will inform the 
congregation of their responsibility to contribute to the Fund. 

2.	 Covenant Partnership progress report.  3 members from each church are on the committee.  The next meeting 
is scheduled for December 5th in which they hope to generate a covenant agreement between Christ  Church and 
St. Paul’s along with letters of agreement between each parish and Fr. Mike.  The Vestry will need to hold a special 
meeting to approve the paperwork prior to the end of the year. Mike states that the 5th Sunday of the month will 
be a unified service with a potluck afterward, alternating between the churches.  He suggested we call ourselves the 
Episcopal Community of Southeast South Dakota.  Fr. Mike will hold a service in Vermillion on December 10th.  
Mother Pat will preach at the Yankton service.

3.	 Liz Lynch provided information to the vestry on the Loads of Love program.  They are looking for churches 
to sponsor the program on the first Tuesday of each month.  The estimated cost is $200 to $300 per night, so we 
may not choose to sponsor it every month.  They recommend having 1 to 2 people present from 4:00 pm to 7:00 
pm.  Shann has purchased soap sheets and suggests that we have 5 to 7 people present to increase our interaction 
with the individuals who utilize this ministry to do their laundry.  Shann moved that Fr. Mike contact the program 
organizers to gather more information.  Steve seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  
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New Business:  Fr. Mike proposed that Christ Church again have a Christmas Eve service at 7:00.  The New Year 
falls on Sunday, so a regular Sunday service will be held. The greening of the Church will be December 17th at 
10:00 am.  The Shannon’s have donated a 14 ft Christmas tree. 

Treasurer, Dick Unruh presented the second draft of the 2023 budget.  Of note is a projected 5.00% increase in 
2023 donations over 2022.St. Paul’s will cover 50% of Fr. Mike’s compensation package including travel.
The draft reflects a COLA increase of approximately 8.70% (the social security increase) for Fr. Mike’s stipend and 
housing allowance plus an estimated amount for his increased mileage (averaging 3 trips per week).
ECW will fund the altar guild and holiday green expenses in 2023.  The $38,866 projected deficit will be covered 
by the balance carried over and transfers from the Restricted Fund.  

There will be 3 vestry positions open in January.  We may need to change the bylaws to reduce the number of 
vestry members. 

Steve made a motion to give the organist and secretary a Holiday Bonus.  Sandy seconded the motion which 
passed. 

The next meeting of the vestry will be a special meeting to approve the letter of agreement and covenant agreement.  
The annual meeting of the parish will be January 22nd following the church service. 

Motion to Adjourn/Adjournment: Steve moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Sandy provided the second.  The 
meeting was adjourned. 

Submitted by Sandy Cope, Clerk
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The vestry of Christ Episcopal Church met following coffee hour.  Those present were:  Steve Adamson, Janelle 
Tacke, Shann Doerr, Fr. Mike Newago, Karen Kubal, Dick & Dawne Unruh (by phone)

No agenda was prepared for the meeting.  There were no minutes from the last meeting.

Two thank you notes were received from Norm Wright and Cathy Wright.

Treasurer’s Report:  Dick reviewed the revised budget for 2023.  He cited some mistakes.  The average weekly do-
nations are up.  There was discussion on the pros and cons of paying off the loans.  We must find ways to increase 
revenues.  The expenses of the old rectory and the west lot were discussed with other uses for the rectory.

Shann moved to pass the Treasurer’s report.  Motion was adopted.

Budget Draft Discussion:  The IRS reimbursement for mileage has increased.  New responsibilities for Fr. Mike 
in Vermillion also meant an increase for car & mileage reimbursement.  A raise of 8.7% was proposed for Fr. Mike 
as he will be caring for two parishes.

There was a discussion on watering & options for the west lot.  Shann recommended watering thoroughly once 
per week is all a lawn needs.  The west lot will not be watered.  The church has a spreader and this summer we will 
fertilize the lawn ourselves rather than pay the lawn service for it.

Steve moved that we accept the proposed budget as discussed for the annual meeting.  Motion was adopted.

Vestry Membership:  Three positions are open.  Jimmy Crowe and Dick Unruh agreed to fill two positions and 
will be on the ballot.  The third opening will be a write in.

Covenant Partnership:  The working group from Christ Church and St. Paul’s met on January 9th.  They agreed to 
the terms of the partnership.  The document must be typed up and sent to the bishop for his approval.  Bishop Folts 
will visit us on March 5 for the official signing of the covenant.  Members from St. Paul’s will also be in attendance.  

Junior Warden’s Report:  The light in the narthex was replaced.  The fire alarm was fixed and lots of snow was 
moved.  Two hundred pounds of salt was purchased and 100 is left.

Shann moved to adjourn.  The motion was adopted.

Karen Kubal, secretary pro tem
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March 27, 2023March 27, 2023

Call to order & opening prayer:  Fr. Mike

Roll Call and Establishment of Quorum:  Members present.... Father Mike, Shann Doerr, Dick Unruh/treasurer, 
Dawne Unruh, Jimmy Crowe, Janelle Tacke, Steve Adamson, Karen Kubal.  The quorum was met.

Review & approval of past minutes:   These corrections were made to the January 15 minutes.

A thank you was received from Cathy Unruh.  Regarding Vestry Membership, Jimmy Crowe was newly elected.  
Janelle Tacke was elected to another term.  Dawne & Steve continue to serve for one more year.  

Shann moved to approve minutes as corrected, and Steve seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Officer Reports:

Senior Warden:
Shann reported that the covenant with St. Paul's church in Vermillion is complete.

Junior Warden:
Steve reported on the need for a new elevator door.  The door has warped and it does not close securely.  The 
area around the elevator entrance is very icy.  There was discussion on the issue.  Around 400 pounds of salt was 
used on ice this winter.

Treasurer:

See attached report.

Rector:
Fr. Mike had no report.  He has just recently returned to the office after a period of sick leave for a knee replace-
ment.

Old Business:
Fr. Mike reported that 15 attended the service at St. Paul's on Sunday.  Everyone was very enthusiastic, and it was 
a good beginning.  His office hours in Vermillion are noon to 2:00 pm Thursdays.  The covenant document with 
the bishop's seal was professionally framed.  Shann mentioned that she is working on balloons and banners to 
decorate for Easter.  Shann also reviewed her garden plans.
New Business:
Fr. Mike reviewed the schedule for Holy Week as shared between Christ Church and St. Paul's.  He has updat-
ed the service announcement in the newspaper to identify us as The Episcopal Community of Southeast South 
Dakota.

Shann moved and Janelle seconded a motion to replace the elevator door following more discussion on the 
problem.  The motion carried.
The status of outdoor lighting was discussed.  Steve moved to repair the lighting.  Janelle seconded the motion.  
The motion carried.



Other repairs noted were railings that needed painting and paint for the front steps.  John Neu will be replacing 
the parking sign posts that were damaged during snow removal.  

There was a discussion on fundraising.  Jimmy offered to assist with his art.  Shann moved to ask Matt to chair a 
fundraising effort.  Steve seconded.  The motion carried.

Next Meeting:
Monday, April 24 at 5:15 p.m.

Adjournment:
Steve moved to adjourn.  Karen seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Submitted by Karen Kubal, clerk
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Call to order and opening prayer:
Members present: Dawne Unruh, Steve Adamson, Janelle Tacke, Dick Unruh, Fr. Mike, Jimmy Crowe, Shann 
Doerr, Karen Kubal.  Quorum was met.

Dawne offered the opening prayer.

Review of March 27 minutes:
	 tabled until next meeting

Officer Reports

	 Sr. Warden: none

	 Jr. Warden:  discussion of replacement of smoke alarm

	 Treasurer:  see attached report

	 Rector:  We must decide what to do with the church’s assets in order to support the church.  There are 
only two years of funds left for maintaining the church.

Old Business

	 The elevator door must be replaced.  This will wait until fall.  Discussion on repair of coating on steps.

New Business

	 Action taken by the Christ Episcopal Church Vestry on 04/24/2023. Vestry members present (four is 
a quorum): Shann Doerr, Senior Warden; Steve Adamson, Junior Warden; Karen Kubal, Clerk; Janelle Tacke, 
James Crow, Dawne Unruh and the Rev. Michael Newago. Also present: Dick Unruh, Treasurer. Moved by Doerr 
and seconded by Adamson to pay off loans x4548 and x7540 totaling $72,505.76 using funds fro m the Restrict-
ed Account 422010; and to liquify all remaining funds with the exception of any investments in individual bonds 
in accounts 422010 (Restricted Fund) and 422107 (Unrestricted Fund) placing these funds in separate money 
market accounts with the understanding that bonds will be liquidated and placed in the appropriate money 
market funds as they mature or are demanded by the issuer to pay off and/or sell them as prices get close to no 
loss of investment as recommended by First Dakota Bank. Motion carried: 7 Yes, 0 No. Richard C. Unruh, Jr. 
Treasurer Christ Episcopal Church

	 Fifth Sunday potluck will be at Vermillion.  No service will be held at Yankton.  Media will be notified to 
inform the public.

Next meeting:

	 Monday, May 22 at 5:15 p.m.

Motion to adjourn by Shann; seconded by Steve.  Motion carried.

Submitted by Karen Kubal, clerk
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Bishop’s Committee - Minutes - St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Bishop’s Committee - Minutes - St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
February 15, 2023February 15, 2023

The Committee meeting began at 7:05 p.m.  Present: Jon Robertson, Tim Shumaker, Stephanie Ufford, Alex Ufford, 
Maxine Johnson, Judith Sebesta.  Absent: Beth Lambeth

After an opening prayer, Jon discussed the Financial Report.  (A printed report was not available.)  Currently we have 
$710.97 in the Discretionary Fund.  The ending January balance for our checking account is $16,819.43.j Eight  deposits 
in January totaled $1779.48 and checks that are still to be deposited total $1683.73.  Pressing Matters has sent us an 
invoice that has already been paid; the matter has been discarded.  The Diocese has sent us an outstanding invoice for our 
workman’s compensation and property insurance.  Lori has checked and says all our invoices prior have been paid.  The 
Diocese will send us invoices back to 2019 for us to double check on payment; a query is whether our payment(s) have 
been credited to the wrong church.

Jon sent Fr. Mike a zoom link for tonight’s meeting.  Fr. Mike’s recovery is proceeding well. 

Junior Warden’s Report: Tim has contacted Gary Kol to do the connection of the alarms in the vicarage for $425.00, which 
is way below the previous bid we received.  Tim is looking for some parts of the refrigerator in the vicarage.

Senior Warden’s Report: Carol Geu has designed posters for our Shrove Tuesday pancake supper February 21 funning 
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.  We may have to have Evening Prayer for Ash Wednesday along with the imposition of ashes, though 
possibly Mother Pat may hold Holy Eucharist for us.  On February 19 she will hold Holy Eucharist in our church.

Old Business: There are still some vicarage repairs and painting to do.  Jon will talk to Jerry about repairing the one 
cracked ceiling.  Tim suggested holding a painting party on a Saturday and an email notice will be sent out as well as an 
announcement made in church.  We have had no recent meeting concerning the Covenant due to Fr. Mike’s recuperation.  
The Covenant needs to be finalized; it will become active on March lst.  The Bishop will come to Christ Church March 19 
for the ceremony; there will be a potluck dinner.  

Alex brought up the working status of the lamp post in the front.  Tim knows where its switch is and said it was working at 
one time.  Elmer painted the railing and lamp post.

New Business: Judith proposed using a battery run candle for the Sanctuary Light to the left of the altar.  Fr. Mike says that 
that is a suitable light per canon law.  Jon has looked into rechargeable AA batteries and a battery recharger, which would 
also help in reducing the annual $200.00+ cost of wax sanctuary candles.  (Such candles cost from $221.oo to $270.00 
depending upon the business selling them.)  Tim suggested that we purchase 9 volt batteries to keep on hand in the 
church.  The committee was in agreement with all these purchases.

Now that we have two new members, Maxine and Beth, we discussed whether the third Wednesday of each month is still 
convenient.  Discussion decided to keep with this arrangement.

Jon asked that we make a “wish list” of church outreach activities before our March meeting.  Possibilities include the 
Welcome Table, participating in the Parade of Lights at Christmas, Farmer’s Market, perhaps an organ tour of Vermillion 
churches through the National Music Museum.  Father Mike will be here with us our next meeting.

We continued discussion on formulating a Building Use Policy with legal consultation as well as a policy for renters of the 
vicarage.  We need also to set up a building committee to oversee the usage of the Guild Hall for graduation parties, etc. 
and also the Church proper.  Tim will be on that committee.

We discussed the duties of the office of Sexton and decided we need to have a list of what chores need to be done and 
when, e.g. weekly or monthly.  The stipend is currently $250.00 a month for once a week cleaning, i.e. about $50 per a 
four-hour week.  Stephanie agreed to make a check list and time schedule of chores.  The committee will then discuss this 
further.

After a closing prayer, the committee adjourned at 8:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Judith Sebesta
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Minutes of April 19 MeetingMinutes of April 19 Meeting

Present: Jon Robertson, Tim Shumaker, Fr. Mike Newago, Stephanie Ufford, Alex Ufford, Maxine Johnson, 
Judith Sebesta.  Absent: Beth Lambeth.

RE:	 The church account
 	 February ending checkbook balance: $20,085.69
	 Discretionary account balance: $1,084.51

The minutes of the February 15 meeting were approved.  There was no meeting in March.

Rector’s report: Holy Eucharist is offered at noon on Thursdays and lasts about 20 minutes.  Those on lunch 
break can use the kitchen afterwards.

Junior Warden’s Report: Much of the needed work on the vicarage has been completed, e.g interior painting, 
fixing of walls and most railings.  What remains: fixing one railing, kitchen counters, fire place front (needs 
screw), upstairs bathroom tiles, and some washing, regluing and grouting of some items.  Parts of the 
refrigerator cannot be found.  The committee voted to replace the refrigerator.  Renters move in on May lst: the 
couple has a 1.5 yo and 2.5 yo.  

Senior Warden’s report: Jon has looked at hiring cleaners; though the walls and ceilings have been cleaned, there 
remains sweeping the floors and basement.  In summer, we need to look at what needs to be painted outside, 
finish trimming the bushes out in front, kill volunteer trees, check the safety of the playground set.  The rent is 
$1000.00/month.  The city will do a final inspection next week.

The Committee voted to add Fr. Mike to the discretionary account.

Sanctuary Candle: a paraffin burning container has been purchased and will last 8-9 days.  It was filled last 
Saturday as a test.  Judith will calculate the money saved.

Discussion on community outreach:  Various items were suggested: Free Soap Day at a local laundromat (“Loads 
of Love”), Angel Fund of the Vermillion School District, Welcome Table.  The Committee decided to propose 
to the congregation serving and sponsoring monetarily at intervals a meal at the Welcome Table.  The Christ 
Church congregation will be invited as well.  Jon will contact John Lushbough about our beginning this June lst.  

Other activities suggested: a float at the Christmas Parade of Lights, a Living Manger (with the UCC and UMC) 
on our corner; helping out with the Fran Moore Luncheon sponsored by the Eastern Star; Ice Cream and Pie 
Social at our church in summer/September; July Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest at the Farmer’s Market; a 
table of handouts on the lawn at Halloween.

Building Use Policy: we will look at Christ Church’s as a model.  

The revised service announcement in the Broadcaster was sent in 2-3 weeks ago; they have not changed it yet.  

Fr. Mike will work on a combined church directory this week, and in May will send out a combined newsletter.

The Committee adjourned at 8:04 p.m.  The next meeting is May 17.



St. Paul's Episcopal Church
Statement of Activity

January - April, 2023

Cash Basis  Sunday, May 14, 2023 06:06 PM GMT-05:00   1/2

TOTAL

Revenue

47000 Income - Pledges 9,145.00

47001 Income - In-Kind Donation 405.22

TToottaall  4477000000  IInnccoommee  --  PPlleeddggeess 99,,555500..2222

49100 Income - Events, Gifts, Other

49102 Event Income-Shrove Tuesday 144.00

49103 ALANON 41.00

TToottaall  4499110000  IInnccoommee  --  EEvveennttss,,  GGiiffttss,,  OOtthheerr 118855..0000

49500 Tithes/Offerings/Plate 260.00

49501 Offering-Plate 745.60

TToottaall  4499550000  TTiitthheess//OOffffeerriinnggss//PPllaattee 11,,000055..6600

49800 Interest Income 2.80

TToottaall  RReevveennuuee $$1100,,774433..6622

GROSS PROFIT $$1100,,774433..6622

Expenditures

61400 Charitable Contributions

61401 Vicar's Fund 300.00

TToottaall  6611440000  CChhaarriittaabbllee  CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonnss 330000..0000

61600 Telephone & Internet Expense 494.20

63300 Insurance Expense

63301 Property Insurance 2,291.00

TToottaall  6633330000  IInnssuurraannccee  EExxppeennssee 22,,229911..0000

63600 Kitchen Supplies 75.68

63800 Landscaping Expenses

63802 Snow Removal 721.60

TToottaall  6633880000  LLaannddssccaappiinngg  EExxppeennsseess 772211..6600

64600 Ministry Expenses

64601 Altar/Worship Supplies 319.89

TToottaall  6644660000  MMiinniissttrryy  EExxppeennsseess 331199..8899

64900 Office Supplies & Equipment

64901 Office Supplies 327.25

64902 Technology 184.94

TToottaall  6644990000  OOffffiiccee  SSuupppplliieess  &&  EEqquuiippmmeenntt 551122..1199

66000 Payroll Expenses

66001 Compensation - Priest 2,886.17

66002 Compensation - Sexton 840.00

66003 Compensation - Organist 1,427.11

TToottaall  6666000000  PPaayyrroollll  EExxppeennsseess 55,,115533..2288

66700 Professional Fees 812.56




