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CHAPTER 1

In The Beginning - The Hoyt Years

ON THE BANKS OF THE MISSOURI NEAR YANKTON

Unfolding on the banks of the Missouri River in the southeastern portion of what was known as the Dakota
Territory, was the town named E-Hank-Ton-Wan (“people of the end village”) by our Native American brothers
and sisters. In 1804, on their way to explore the Louisiana Purchase, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark met on
nearby Calumet Bluff, southwest of town on the Nebraska shore, with members of the Yankton Sioux tribe which
had settled here.
The river had always been the epicenter of life in this place, where steamboats stopped to deliver supplies and pick
up provisions. When gold was discovered in the Black Hills, many persons of colorful character stopped on their
way west, and many industrious eager pioneers arrived to establish homes and businesses.
By November 1859, the land had been surveyed, and area citizens, attempting to establish a local government, held
their first Territorial Convention. No official permission had been passed in Washington, but twenty-one men,
one woman, and two children were present. Twenty-two others were located in the Missouri River valley area. On
March 3, 1860, the citizens established their own claims court and held the first jury trial over land claims, even
while still waiting for confirmed documents from Washington.
On January 13, 1861, they held their second Territorial Convention for the purpose of sending another resolution
to Congress—signed by 578 pioneers—asking for territorial status. George W. Kingsbury’s History of Dakota
Territory listed the Yankton District as then having 287 men and women of voting age.
The Episcopal Church and
the Dakota Territory Both
Arrive: The Episcopal Church
was introduced to the village
of Yankton on June 30, 1860,
by the Right Reverend Joseph
C. Talbot, bishop of the
Northwest Territory, and the
Reverend Dr. Melancthon
Hoyt, priest from Sioux City,
Iowa. They also held services
at other locations along the
Missouri River between Sioux
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City and the Army Post at Fort Randall, including Elk Point, Vermillion, and Niobrara (Choteau Creek). According
to Kingsbury, at that time Yankton consisted of three log cabins and two frame buildings on what is now Broadway
Avenue.
One of the earliest buildings was the Frost-Todd Trading Post where, reportedly, Yanktonians gathered for their
first church service.
Meanwhile, General J. B. S. Todd, cousin of Mary Todd Lincoln, lobbied in
Washington for the Northwest Territory status for both Dakotas as well as
Montana, portions of Nebraska and Idaho, and most of Wyoming. On March
2, 1861, President Buchanan signed the bill approving the Territory of Dakota.
Word reached Yankton eleven days later, on March 13. The total population of
the new territory, including the Pembina area, was 2,376. There were 587 in the
Missouri River Valley area.
The Hoyt family had reached Sioux City in 1858 from Fox Lake, Wisconsin, after
traveling thirty-nine days in two covered wagons with an entourage of sixteen
family members. By March 1861, fewer than a dozen buildings had been built in
Yankton when Reverend Hoyt arrived to stay, supplied with $250 from friends
in the east to build a church (also meant to be a home for his family). William
Griffith, an early carpenter, constructed it of cottonwood logs and siding.

On June 30, 1861, the “Mother
Church of the Dakotahs” held
its first service in the new
building—St. John’s—on the
northwest corner of Fourth
Street and Linn. Members
of the first vestry were
Downer T. Bramble (an early
merchant), Newton Edmunds
(second territorial governor
in 1863), Obed Foote (a
drayman), George Kingsbury
(historian and editor), Moses
Armstrong (surveyor and civil
engineer), Henry Ash (who
opened Yankton’s first hotel
on Christmas Day 1859), and John Hutchinson (secretary of the territorial
legislature). These names went on to appear in many aspects of Dakota
Territory’s history and progress.

Downer T. Branble

Newton Edmunds

Henry Ash

Obed Foote
John Hutchinson

George Kingsbury

Moses K. I. Armstrong

Photos Unavailable

A year later, on March 17, 1862, nine councilmen and thirteen representatives arrived by pony, wagon, and stage
for the first session of the Territorial Legislature. They passed ninety-one laws, including locating a land grant
university at Vermillion and a penitentiary in Bon Homme County, writing rules to regulate and support public
schools, and establishing Yankton County with the town of Yankton as county seat. Dr. Hoyt hosted the House of
Representatives in St. John’s Church (where he also lived). The Senate met on the southeast corner of Fourth Street
and Broadway.
Dr. Hoyt’s wife, Ann Eliza, and children stayed in Sioux City where their eighth child, William, had died the
previous year. The family included five daughters, a son (Samuel Roosevelt Hoyt, 19, studying at the seminary
in Davenport, Iowa), plus three married children with three grandchildren (Mary T. Hoyt, her husband, A. L.
Edwards, and their daughter; and sons Robert T. and Melancthon U. Hoyt with spouses and one son each).
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The summer of 1862 was the year of a
Sioux uprising which extended from
Minnesota to eastern Dakota, including
Sioux Falls and Yankton, and into
Nebraska. The territory’s first legislature
authorized the Dakota Militia to form
a protective fort in the center of the
village between Second and Fourth
streets from Broadway to Cedar. Most
of Yankton’s citizens were housed in
the fort for several months. Dr. Hoyt
was appointed by Governor Jayne to be
Brigade Chaplain for the Dakota Militia
with the rank of Captain. A roster of
eighty men included many of the early
members of St. John’s Episcopal Church.
Hoyt’s family finally arrived from Sioux City in late fall, and were welcomed
with a surprise visit from a delegation of local citizens presenting monetary
gifts.

the city’s first Episcopal Church.”

According to historian Kingsbury, “Men and women of all denominations
were members of his congregation during the early years and many of these
were among his strongest supporters and most valued friends. A tireless
figure, Hoyt touched nearly every aspect of the fledgling community as
it grew into its role of Dakota Territory’s first capital. Born on February
13, 1809, one day after the birth of Abraham Lincoln, Hoyt grew up in
Connecticut and lived much of his life in the East. Graduating with a law
degree from Yale in 1839, he entered the General Theological Seminary
in New York City and was ordained an Episcopal priest in Camden, New
Jersey, in 1835. Gradually he and his family headed West, first to Indiana,
Wisconsin and Michigan, and later to Sioux City, Iowa, where he established

Later Kingsbury also wrote, “The Early Days of St. John’s Church serve as a prime example characteristic to the
beginnings of early western towns and genuine interdenominational cooperation. On the fringe of a nation at war
with itself, clerics and townspeople alike sought the inclusion of all interested parties in a way that was rare in
American life up to that time.”
In this three-year-old town, the Hoyts’ home became a center of friendship and hospitality. The ladies of the
community formed an organization called “The Ladies Sociables” and their first of many gatherings was held
on December 23, 1862, in the Hoyt home. The second entertainment was a week later at the home of Mrs. D. T.
Bramble (Virginia Vanderhule).
Dr. Hoyt helped organize the St. John’s Masonic territorial lodge and served as its first Worshipful Master, worked
to incorporate the Dakota Southern Railroad, and was largely responsible for the founding of the Dakota Historical
and Literary Society in 1862. He also assisted for a few years in the organization of the postal service.
Several years later, on April 3, 1871, the Hoyts’ daughter, Ann Elizabeth, married Dr. Henry Livingston, and for
many years they were members of Christ Church, both serving the church as well as community needs for education.
Their two sons, Guy Farrand Livingston and his wife, Grace (Summers), and Everett Yarrington Livingston and his
wife Eda (Folds), were active members in Christ Church until the late ’60s and ’70s. Their son, Robert, M.D., D.D.,
and their daughter, Ann Livingston Weber, and their families were well acquainted with the parish and visited
often. Ann attended the 150th anniversary of Christ Church in 2011 with two daughters from Minnesota. Eda F.
Livingston kept the church history up to date for many years.
Early settlers attended services in the Hoyt home until they outgrew the capacity of the original church/home
building. For a period of time, the parish held services in the new Territorial Capitol while they were busy raising
funds and building their new church. The building site at the northwest corner of Third Street and Walnut was
donated by J. B. S. Todd.
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The Dakotaian reported in May 1864, “The melodian for the Episcopal Society purchased by the Hon. D. T.
Bramble was landed on our wharf today. Whoever goes to church in the future to hear discourse and receive
benefit therefrom, will also have the pleasure of listening to the sweetest of instrumental music.”
St. John’s church members reorganized August 23, 1864, as Christ Church Episcopal and elected
a new vestry. Obed Foote and Moses Armstrong resigned. New members were George P.
Waldron, H. E. Gregory, William Miner, B. F. Wood, and Byron Smith.
Eda Livingston, whose husband, Everett, was a grandson of the Hoyts, wrote in an early history,
“After graduating from Yale Divinity School, Dr. Hoyt had served as an assistant at Trinity
Church, N.Y. In December 1864 the church offered to contribute one-half the cost of $2,000 and
a subscription for the new church in Yankton was started. In less than one hour the other half of
the necessary amount was pledged.”
Yankton citizens gathered on April 27, 1865, to mourn the assassination of President Lincoln.
The service under the auspices of the Reverend Hoyt formed the principal feature of the day of
mourning for the area.
In July 1865, the Union and Dakotaian reported, “Plans for a new church, which Dr. Hoyt
forwarded from Greenwich, Connecticut, have been accepted by the Building committee.” The
building would measure twenty-two by twenty-five feet with a fourteen-foot post-arched ceiling.
At an estimated cost of $2,500, it would seat approximately two hundred people. Members of
the building committee were Gov. Newton Edmunds, Downer T. Bramble, George Kingsbury,
Henry Ash, and Moses K. Armstrong.
President Lincoln
Committee members made a monetary donation that would pay for the stone wall foundation,
lumber, carpentry, and mason’s work. When Reverend Hoyt returned from his visit with family
in the east, he had raised additional funds to purchase the seats, pulpit, bell, carpet, and Gothic windows. Bids for
construction were received in hopes the building might be ready for use before winter. However, it was the late fall
of 1866 when the building was completed.
The new church, built of chalkstone and cottonwood siding, was painted brown and came to be known as the
“Little Brown Church.” The first service in the new location was held on November 25, 1866—Dr. Hoyt’s 29th
anniversary as a priest.
The Importance of J. B. S. Todd: Members of the church did not forget one of their most
important benefactors. Local news of November 18, 1869, gives us the details: “At a meeting
of the vestry of Christ Church, Yankton, D. T., held at the church on the 8th day of November
1869, Mr. James A. Hand submitted the following Resolution, which was unanimously agreed
to: Resolved that the thanks of Christ Church are hereby gratefully tendered to General J. B. S.
TODD for his manifestation of benevolence in donating to the Board of the Vestry, by Deed
of Warrantee, the pleasant and spacious grounds upon which has been erected this Temple of
Worship.”
Just more than two years later, on January 10, 1872, the Yankton Press and Dakotaian announced
General John Blair Smith Todd had died on January 5, at the age of fifty-seven years, nine months, one day. He
had been born in Lexington, Kentucky, on April 4, 1814. According to the newspaper, “This simple announcement
records the death of the most prominent man in the northwest section of our country, and one who has been
closely identified with the march of civilization into, and the general development of, that portion of our national
domain known as Dakota.”
General Todd grew up in Springfield, Illinois. At age nineteen, he entered the United States Academy at West Point,
graduating July 1, 1837, and joining the regular army immediately as a 2nd Lieutenant in the 6th Infantry. On
Christmas Day, he was promoted to a first lieutenancy.
He remained in the army eighteen years, during which time he was almost constantly in active service. Immediately
after leaving West Point, he was ordered to Florida, then Fort Smith, Arkansas, and to Fort Gibson until 1846,
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during which time he was promoted to captain. From there he was sent to Vera Cruz, Cerro Gordo, and then to
Fort Snelling and Fort Ripley, Minnesota. In 1855 he went from Forts Laramie, Pierre, and Sully, to Fort Randall,
Dakota.
In 1857-58 he became the manager of the Frost-Todd Trading Post in Yankton, where he also served as a delegate
to Congress in 1861 and 1862 from Dakota. In 1867-68, he was elected to the Territorial Legislature and as Speaker
of the House. By the fall of 1868 he had moved his family from Fort Randall to Yankton where they remained.
General Todd was married to Catherine S. Hoffman at Fort Smith, Arkansas, on March 25, 1845. They had seven
daughters and two sons. Two daughters preceded him in death during the time the family lived in Minnesota,
1849-51.
At the time of Todd’s death, the news also stated, “He was the first and for many years the most conspicuous
of our leading men, and his public services were as familiar throughout the Territory. Undoubtedly he exerted
the greatest personal influence in political matters of any man in the Northwest. He was a rare gentleman in his
intercourse with his fellow men; always self-possessed and dignified, of the most [. . .], affability and courtesy. He
was a cousin of the wife of President Lincoln and also of John C. Breckinridge. A number of his relatives were
prominently identified with the Army of the Confederacy, but General Todd was sincerely attached to the Union
cause, which he faithfully served.
“In his death, Dakota loses its most prominent, as well as one of its most valuable citizens, and Yankton, its founder
and best friend. In his friendships, he was generous and constant; possessed of a kind and sympathetic nature;
while in his domestic circle he was an indulgent, loving husband and father. He was a man of strong impulses
and intense feelings. In the battles of life he gave, as well as received, heavy blows; but during his closing years,
he devoted his time to his private interests, and the practice of the legal profession, of which he was an esteemed
member, in which the strife of former years was forgotten, and personal antagonisms almost wholly reconciled.”
His funeral took place on the following Sunday with religious ceremonies conducted by the Reverend Joseph Ward
of the Congregational Church. Pallbearers were A. C. Ash, John Stanage, Hon. M. K. Armstrong, J. R. Sanborn,
Gen. William Tripp, and L. K. Parmer of Yankton; Judge J. P. Kidder, Hon. Warren Cowles, and James McHenry of
Clay County; and Hon. Hugh Fraley, of Bon Homme County.
“The attendance at the church was one of the largest ever assembled in Yankton—the church edifice being densely
thronged, while a great number were unable to gain even a foothold inside. At the conclusion of the funeral
discourse, an opportunity was given for viewing the mortal remains of the illustrious dead, which was availed by
the entire concourse of people. The remains were escorted to the Yankton Cemetery, by the largest funeral cortege
we have seen in the West—the august procession being about one-half mile in length.
“The widowed mother and fatherless children have the earnest and heartfelt sympathy of hosts of friends in their
bereavement, many of whom would gladly lighten the heavy burden of anguish which now afflicts them. May the
God of love and mercy give them strength and consolation in this day of tribulation.”
The Role of the Yankton Episcopal Church in Education: In the fall of 1863 the local newspaper, The Dakotaian,
called for the establishment of a school in the coming winter months to educate the increasing number of children
in the town. Two of the Hoyts’ daughters, Ann Elizabeth and Anna, were qualified to teach and were asked to offer
instruction as soon as school quarters could be arranged. By September 15, 1863, Ann Elizabeth opened primary
school classes at the Hoyt home.
In 1865 a new school for primary students was built on the southwest corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets. It was
known as the Brown School.
In the Territorial Capitol on April 26, 1865, a meeting had taken place to address educational issues of the town with
Reverend Hoyt elected as temporary chairman and J. S. Foster as clerk. People attending this meeting discussed
local educational matters and resolved to proceed with the election of permanent school district officers. At this
meeting they completed the legal organization of School District Number 1 in Yankton County.
With the formation of a school district completed, Bishop Robert Clarkson and Reverend Hoyt started discussion
about an Episcopal college or academy that would make Yankton the central point of the Church in the Dakota
Territory and the surrounding region. In addition, at the General Convocation of the Episcopal Church, Reverend
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Hoyt solicited funds and donations from interested members and friends, netting enough to start work on a
school. After much deliberation, members of the Convocation decided that the needs of Yankton and the Dakota
Territory would be best served with a preparatory school. With this vision of education in mind, Reverend Hoyt
again journeyed east on September 1, 1867, to secure funds for the construction of a new college or academy.
A quote from the local news on October 12, 1867, reports, “Rev. M. S. Woodruff of Omaha came today and
will fill the vacancy at the Episcopal Church during the Rev. Mr. Hoyt’s absence.” On March 14, 1868, the paper
reported, “The Rev. M. Hoyt and lady, who have been spending the winter in New England, have returned home.
Mr. Hoyt’s object in going east is well known to have been in the interest of the Church and to raise funds for the
establishment in Yankton of a first class school. We understand the success he met with exceeded his expectations.
The visit has been highly enjoyed, good health attending the parties during their entire absence.”
A report from the Union and
Dakotaian on July 26, 1868, stated,
“We find Dakota Hall (Academy) is
in rapid course of completion and
may be ready for opening by the
first of October. Our friend, the Rev.
M. Hoyt, is entitled to much credit
for the perseverance and energy he
has manifested in securing funds for
and erecting this building, which is
a much-needed improvement in our
town. The advantages of this school
can scarcely be over-estimated and
we trust that our Citizens will afford it
every encouragement in their power.”
Reverend Hoyt arranged an election of
a school board of trustees on August 8,
1868. The Reverend Robert Clarkson,
Bishop of Nebraska and Dakota,
was named president, Hoyt as vicepresident, George Kingsbury as secretary, and M. U. Hoyt as treasurer. The school, located on Linn Street north of
the Hoyt home between Fourth and Fifth streets, was officially named “Dakota Hall.”
An article in the Union and Dakotaian announced on September 5, 1868, “We call attention of the people of Dakota
to the advertisement of Dakota Hall, a new educational institution to be opened in Yankton on Monday, October 9,
under supervision of M. Hoyt, rector of Christ Church, Yankton. We have the best reason for recommending this
institution to the people of the Territory. It will be under the tutorship of thorough scholars, governed by salutary
rules, and as it is a ‘home institution’ deserves to be sustained by the citizens of Dakota. We shall refer to it again
before the time of the opening of the school.”
The school opened to both boys and girls with plans for future additions as soon as the population grew to create a
demand. There was ample space to accommodate twenty boarding- and thirty day-pupils. The term of the school
was twelve weeks.
Students registered in five divisions. The beginning division was the preparatory course consisting of the following
subjects: elements of arithmetic, geography, grammar, reading, writing, and spelling. The second division was
the graduating or terminal year for those not desiring to continue their education in college. Subjects included
arithmetic, philosophy, geography, and rhetoric. The junior year included algebra, geometry, physical geography,
composition, rhetoric, history, and elements of Latin and Greek. The next year also offered advanced studies in
the above subjects, plus botany and French. The senior year included astronomy, chemistry, mineralogy, history
of literature, mental philosophy, and languages. Tuition rates were five dollars per term for primary grades, eight
dollars for second year, and ten dollars for junior and senior divisions.
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Hoyt’s record book shows the cost of books, tuition, and boarding for
students at four dollars per month. The records in this book go through July
1874 with at least fifteen students per term from families who were early
residents of Yankton, including Kingsbury, Collamer, Cummings, Faulk,
Hand, Inch, Gregory, Eldredge, Burleigh, Duffeck, and Brown. The names
of Edwards, Livingston, and Robert and M. U. Hoyt were an indication that
Reverend Hoyt had grandchildren registered also.
Horace C. Burr arrived from Connecticut in April 1869 to take charge
of Dakota Hall, which was expanded to accommodate an evening school
by October 4, with students having the privilege of electing the studies
they wished to pursue. Burr served as principal and Hoyt continued in
supervision. This program also served older persons of the community,
which provided extra income for the school. By 1874, Yankton High School
with 103 students was organized, and in 1875 General Beadle had come from
the east. Several years later he became the superintendent from 1883 to 1885.
Members of our pioneer church families recalled attending Dakota Hall as
their first school with the Reverend Dorsett in charge. Other teachers were a
Mr. Thomas (also a government weather observer), Miss Mary Strohecker, Mr.
Muth and Anna Hoyt. William D. Russell, later an attorney, came west at age sixteen to teach. In 1876 he married
Emma Hoyt in a double wedding at The “Little Brown Church” with her sister, Helen, and Horace Burr.
Later on Dakota Hall would be moved directly west of the new Christ Church on Sixth Street and Douglas Avenue,
and was veneered to correspond with the church building. [The location was in the area where we now (2021)
have handicapped parking.] It continued as a school for some time. Students were often older and had several
instructors hired by Reverend Hoyt to prepare them for advanced learning.
Dakota Hall was rented to the public school district for a grade school and, for a time, for kindergarten children.
Next it was used for special music lessons, apartments for instructors, and, later, several priests. In 1923, a new
rectory was purchased at the northwest corner of Maple and Fifth Street for the Reverend Edgar Siegfriedt family,
who had four children, including twins expected that year. By now Dakota Hall had been rented as a residence
and deteriorated quickly. In 1955 the vestry took charge, and renovated it for use as an educational building. It was
finally voted as not safe for housing or as a school and demolished in the mid-1960s, mainly because of heating
and electrical problems.
As it happened, Yankton Episcopalians also contributed to education elsewhere in South Dakota. Eda Livingston
wrote, “Dr. Hoyt had longed to build a new Dakota Hall, a school especially for girls, as the public school had filled
the need which Dakota Hall had originally filled in the community. He had solicited funds up to $500, mostly
given by the parishioners of Christ Church, Greenwich, Conn., where his brother-in-law, Benjamin Yarrington,
was rector for over fifty years.
“When Bishop Hare became bishop of Dakota in 1883, taking over the jurisdiction of the white field east of
the Missouri as well as the Indian Field, he felt that this school should be built in Sioux Falls. With the consent
of the donors, the $500 was given to Hare; hence this Mother church had a part in what was probably the first
contribution for the building of All Saints School.”

Rt. Rev. Robert H. Clarkson
Missionary Bishop of Nebraska
and Dakota

Yankton’s Central Role in the Dakota Territory Church: Christ Church became
the host to the First Episcopal Convocation in the Dakota Territory because of a trip
made by Clarkson. In a letter to the Board of Missions dated September 26, 1870, he
reported about his first stop. He met Reverend Morrison of Vermillion at Elk Point and
held a Saturday evening service in an unplastered room over a store because a wind
storm had recently destroyed the little Episcopal Church in that village. “On rising
on Sunday morning we went on by wagon to Vermillion, Mr. Morrison’s residence,
where we had the most interesting of services. The congregation completely crowded
the little church—St. Paul’s. At night we held a large Missionary meeting. The Rev’d.
Dr. Hoyt and Mr. William Walsh of Philadelphia had come down from Yankton, as
had the Hon. John W. Turner. In every respect it was such a Missionary Meeting as
would have done credit to any Eastern Diocese. There is no other church building,
but ours in Vermillion.”
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Clarkson continued, “Monday morning, September 10th, Dr. Hoyt and I started out on a Missionary tour of
150 miles. We had a light wagon without top, no luggage, but a bundle of Mission Services, a buffalo robe and a
change or two of linen. The Doctor’s ponies, Cap and Punch, carried us handsomely through sunshine and rain,
up hill and down hill, as if they, themselves, felt our interest in filling all appointments.” He described each stop
and service, e.g., “Sioux Falls is destined to become a most important point. We must have a church building in
this town.”
After arriving in Yankton, the last
stop of their 150-mile tour, he
wrote, “We rested a while from
our travels,” and then added,
“Here at Yankton, we met the
Rev. Messrs. Hinman, Cooke,
and Morrison and we organized
the ‘Convocation of Dakota.’ We
had a series of services on Friday
night, Saturday morning and
night, Sunday morning, afternoon
and night, at which the clergy
preached in turn.”
The Convocation was closed by a large missionary meeting on Sunday evening. “You who love children so much
will be glad to learn that the Sunday School of Christ Church, Yankton, has, during the past year, paid all the
expenses of regular Missionary Services in four outlying counties in Dakota and they intend to do the same during
the next year. Do you wonder that I feel proud of Dakota and our work there?” Clarkson’s plea to the Board of
Domestic Missions was for the following modest financial budget:
$400.00 to complete Dakota Hall
$1,000.00 for additional missionary aid to support two clergymen
$250.00 to aid in rebuilding Chapel at Elk Point
$300.00 to secure a Chapel at Sioux Falls (“Don’t you think we can have it?”)
(signed) Robert H. Clarkson,
Missionary Bishop of the Northwest
Yankton, Dakota, Sept. 26, 1870
The bishop’s services during his stay in Yankton became the first Convocation in
the Dakota Territory. The meeting was a complete success, and, in closing, Bishop
Clarkson again stated that the first Dakota Convocation would have done credit to
any eastern diocese. Bishop Clarkson also held the second convocation in Yankton,
beginning on May 29, 1871.
The Right Reverend William H. Hare was elected bishop of Niobrara in the late fall of
1872. His territory comprised all the lands west of the Missouri to the Rockies, and also
those south of Yankton to the Niobrara River. He held his first service on the soil of
Dakota on April 29, 1873, arriving in Yankton in the midst of a memorable snowstorm,
a storm which forced an evacuation of the historic Seventh Cavalry under General
George Custer. The cavalry had been stationed some miles west of Yankton, but the
men fled before the storm to any quarters they could find, leaving many horses to be
lost.
Several years later, in the Little Brown Church, Bishop Hare ordained to the ministry
the first Santee Sioux Indian of Dakota, Paul Mazachute.
Hoyt resigned as priest of Christ Church parish in 1875, but, after resting a year, he
informed his bishop that he “needed something to do.” He was appointed General
Rt. Rev. William Hobart Hare
Bishop - 1883
Missionary of Dakota Territory, a position in which he served until his death in 1888. He
and his team of horses spent the next eleven years traveling constantly, visiting homes,
preaching, baptizing, caring for the sick, and bringing good cheer to all. Throughout his career, he established
churches at Elk Point, Vermillion, Eden (near Hudson), Parker, Hurley, Swan Lake, Olivet, Aberdeen, Huron
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(where he and his family lived for several years when Grace Episcopal church was organized in 1881), Watertown,
Pierre, Canton, and Scotland.
An article from the January 29, 1878, Press & Dakotaian stated, “Reverend Dr. Hoyt will take up his residence in
Swan Lake this week, where he will assume the rectorship of a new Episcopal church founded by him. Dr. Hoyt
was one of the original inhabitants of Yankton and a pioneer worker in the cause of religion in Dakota. He first
came to our city, then but a struggling frontier settlement, in 1861, and moved his family here the following year.
He began his ministerial labors shortly after his arrival, founded Christ Church and was mainly instrumental in
securing the construction of the [St. John’s] church edifice in 1862. For a number of years Dr. Hoyt was elected
chaplain of the upper house of the Dakota legislature. He has preached and labored unremittingly since he came
to the territory and is known far and wide for his good and perfect works. He will be missed by Yankton people,
and he has become one of the landmarks of our existence. In his new home at Swan Lake we hope his life may be
pleasantly spent.”
A New Building Is Needed: From 1875 to 1881, three different priests—Gilbert Higgs, E. R. Richardson, and J.
W. Trimble—served Christ Church in the downtown location that proved to be a very busy, noisy corner due to
businesses and traffic.
Bishop Clarkson reported to the Board of Missions in June 1876, “The new young
minister of Christ Church, Yankton, the Rev. Gilbert Higgs, is admirably adapted
to the work to which he has been charged. Dr. Hoyt laid well the foundations of
the church’s work here, and now his zealous and earnest successor is carrying it on
with enthusiasm and great effect. It rarely happens that a young clergyman is so
thoroughly aided by devout and influential laymen as is Mr. Higgs. The Governor of
the Territory, John Pennington, and the Secretary of the Territory, John Hutchinson,
are communicants of the parish and members of the vestry and not mere nominal
communicants or vestrymen, but deeply interested and actively engaged in all the
work of the Church.”

John Pennington
5th Territorial Governor

Other church missionaries had been arriving and preparing to have a part in the
growing, busy Territorial Capital town. Joseph Ward arrived in Dakota Territory
in 1868 to start a Congregational church. Methodist ministers and Catholic priests
moved through the Yankton area, holding services, but not establishing churches
until a Catholic priest was assigned to the city in 1871 and the Methodists began
building a church in 1872.

By 1880, a quieter location for the Episcopalians to worship was deemed necessary. Land was located at the southwest
corner of 6th Street and Douglas Avenue and was purchased from Lillie K. Swanson. The cornerstone was laid
September 20, 1880, and Dr. Hoyt went east to acquire donations for the new church. He secured blueprints for
the building from architect Charles C. Haight and construction began. Coincidentally, a “Church Manufactory”
was begun in Yankton at that time by John T. Coxhead, also from New York!
The Yankton Press and Dakotian reported at one point, “The experiences of the Episcopal Society in construction
of their church shows chalk-rock, which abounds in the Yankton bluffs. It is an excellent material for walls when
veneered with brick and cheaper than brick, as brick may be in short supply. All stone used in Yankton is picked
up on the prairie—up to fifteen miles out. Six thousand pounds are frequently hauled at the cost of six and onequarter cents per hundred.” At approximately this time Dakota Hall was added to the west side of the church.
In January 1882, the roof of the new church was completed, enclosing the
entire structure. A new rector, the Reverend Dr. William J. Harris, had
accepted a call to serve and arrived in February. In May, it was reported
that the edifice was enclosed and tower construction had begun in early
spring. “Work has resumed on the interior of Christ Church and will be
pushed to speedy completion. The Rev’d. Joseph Ward is to give a lecture
on ‘Yankton’ for the benefit of the Women’s Guild for the tower building
fund.” The lecture was held at the Congregational Church.
“No Tower - Dakota Hall at right”
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At a meeting of the church’s ladies, Dr. Harris greeted them and suggested they choose a window to finance since
the Sunday School had done theirs. He also made kindly remarks to them about the duties of mothers to their
children! The window was financed and placed side by side with the Sunday School one in the front entrance by
November.
John Coxhead continued as head of construction with a crew of local carpenters. Mr. Coxhead excelled in the
interior wood elements, later designing the base of the altar in memory of his mother, Delia M. Coxhead AET,
April 2,1878— 55 years, 7 months.
The baptismal font was constructed in
memory of Coxhead’s first wife, Eugenia
Amanda Dadie, 1854 – 1905. She was a
talented seamstress originally from the
Philadelphia area. They had been married
in 1883. She designed and made all the first
colored paraments (hangings) and altar
linens for Christ Church and also held sewing
classes for young women in an Altar Guild
class. At least one set of hangings she designed
were displayed at the Chicago World’s Fair in
1893. In 2021, sets of the paraments in the
red and purple are still being used during the
appropriate seasons.
Grace Bryant (1874 – 1949) married John
Coxhead in 1908. She had come to Yankton
Baptismal Font
Seasonal Paraments
in 1906 and established a millinery shop,
(Hangings)
which she operated until 1917. They had two
children, Robert and Dorothy. Robert was
born, baptized and died shortly after birth in
1911. Dorothy and her husband, Orville Jensen, spent most of their married life in Minnesota, except for a period
of about seven years when they returned to Yankton in retirement. Due to his pension and other ties to the railroad
business, they returned to Minnesota where Dorothy passed away on March 3, 1998, and Orville died September
17, 2000. Before his death, he presented Christ Church with family pictures, details of the Coxhead family from
New York, and a butler’s desk from the family home in New York.
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John Coxhead had already been
credited with his beautiful work
on the baptismal font, the altar,
the pulpit fashioned from walnut,
kneeling railings, and screens. The
rood screen was then added in 1923.
The four very active ladies, members
of the Women’s Auxiliary, who
commissioned and gifted this screen
were Emilie Oesterling Ohlman,
Florence King Piles, Mary Bagley
White, and Ida Ziebach Edmunds.

John Coxhead and Workers
John Coxhead was a wonderfully talented artist! He was a
devoted, skilled man, well known in his business, and he shipped
church altars and other furnishings to many churches by train
west through Dakota on into Wyoming and possibly farther.

The foot screen near the entrance to
the seating area was constructed as a
memorial to Jane Boyles Hanson in
1923. She was the daughter of Samuel
and Martha Boyles and a member
of Christ Church until her marriage
to Dr. Henry Hanson of Vermillion.
They had three children at the time of
her death in the Panama Canal Zone,
where Dr. Hanson was employed
by the Rockefeller Foundation,
researching the yellow fever epidemic.

Rood Screen

Pulpit

Foot Screen

Altar & Choir
Railings
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Hoyt 50th - Anniversary
Center Inscription
To The Glory of God
and in memory of
Rev. Melancthon Hoyt DD
Founder and First Rector
of this Parish
1861 - 1877
Left Inscription
The Rev. Melancthon Hoyt
Priest and Doctor of Divinity
Born Feb. 13, 1809
Died Jan. 2, 1888
Faithful unto Death
Right Inscription
Ann Eliza Yarrington Hoyt
Born Apr. 30, 1809
Died Sept. 9, 1890
“A helpmeet for him”
For the Hoyts’ 50th anniversary celebration in 1883, their family commissioned Coxhead to design the reredos
in order to finish the main altar “in honor of their parents’ wedding”. They had been wedded on March 23, 1833.
The Yankton Press and Dakotian reported on July 10, 1882, “Work of demolishing the old Christ Church edifice is
nearly complete.” (It had been purchased by Ephraim Miner who moved the lumber to his farm for cattle sheds.)
“Divine services were held in the new Episcopal Church yesterday morning not withstanding the edifice lacks
doors and windows. Sunday School was also attended at the same place.”
On August 14, 1882, “Rev’d. Dr. Harris preached in the Episcopal Church yesterday, though still devoid of seats
and windows.” Ten days later the newspaper reported, “The Episcopal church tower will be pushed to completion
and will be the most conspicuous structure in Yankton. The tower and spire were planned to be seventy feet high.”
A windstorm then destroyed the planned tower, but, on September 14, the news reported, “seats for Christ Church
have been received and will be placed in position immediately. The windows have not yet arrived though they are
a month overdue.”
Construction had been a race all summer because the church was hosting the annual convocation of the Episcopal
church in the Territory of Dakota. The news reported they would meet in Kent’s Hall. (No address was given nor
could a record be found for that location.)
The first official church service was held November 12, 1882, with Dr. Harris officiating at both morning and
evening services. The tower was still missing due to that summer storm. The Press and Dakotaian stated, “The
building is now completed with the exception of the tower and spire, and it is said to be the finest church edifice in
Dakota. It is a brick structure of the Gothic style of architecture, finished with all the modern improvements, and
will seat five hundred people.”
Just five days later, the Ladies of Christ Church were planning to start an organ fund! At that time twenty-nine
women were paying dues. A year later another twelve had been added to the roster.
In December 1884, Dr. Harris returned to his home in the east. His wife had never joined him in Yankton. He had
served two very full years during the finishing of the present church building and the dedication.
The Reverend Charles P. Dorsett served as rector from February 1885 to July 1886. He was followed by the Reverend
Charles H. Bohn from June 1887 to May 1888.
During Bohn’s tenure, on December 18, 1887, the fire alarm sounded at Christ Church at 4:30 in the afternoon.
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Fire Chief Engineer Fred Kincel reported, “This was the most stubborn fire the department had so far to contend
with, but after a stubborn fight of over two hours the fire was gotten under control, with a loss to the building of
about $800. Value of building endangered, was about $15,000.” (In his report, Kincel also requested 500 feet more
hose as other fires to which they were called were often out of reach of water.) As can be imagined, the fire resulted
in major problems for the church in the Christmas season, and new flooring, a replacement furnace, plus a good
amount of new woodworking all had to be done as funds permitted.
Saying Goodbye to Melancthon Hoyt: Eight days after the fire, Reverend Hoyt developed pneumonia after
Christmas services in Scotland, where he was establishing his last parish. He died on January 2, 1888. A beautiful
obituary was printed in the Daily Press and Dakotian on January 3: “On Monday at 11:15 A.M. on the 2nd day of
the New Year his spirit took its flight. The Reaper has gathered a full sheaf. In the ripeness of years and experience,
one of Dakota’s earliest pioneers has been cut down. His life’s mission ended and he was ready to be gathered to his
fathers. There is no one better known among the old Dakotaians than Dr. Hoyt.”
News from the paper the next day said that Mrs. H. F. Livingston, Mrs. A. L. Edwards, Mrs. R. T. Hoyt, and
sons Robert and M. U. Hoyt of Nebraska “went to Scotland yesterday to be with their afflicted mother.” Funeral
arrangements were also announced: “The funeral of the Rev. M. Hoyt, D.D., will take place at the Congregational
church tomorrow afternoon at 2 o’clock. The divine services will be conducted by Bishop Hare and the body will be
committed to the ground by St. John’s lodge.” (The Reverend Joseph Ward of the Congregational parish had offered
the use of their church immediately upon hearing of Dr. Hoyt’s death. Due to the fire less than two weeks earlier,
he was aware that sufficient repairs had not been completed in Christ Church.)
Family members arriving the next two days included James Hand, grandson, from Parker; Rev. S. Rooseveld J.
Hoyt from Waverly, Iowa; Robert T. Hoyt, Sr., of Armour; and Minnie T. Hoyt of Cedar County, Nebraska. The Rt.
Rev. William H. Hare of Sioux Falls, bishop of the Episcopal diocese of South Dakota, barely arrived on the last
train through before the funeral due to blizzard conditions.
[Press and Dakotian, January 6, 1888: “The storm of December 31st. has left the [railroad] track in such a condition
that the slightest stirring of the snow by the breeze refills the cuts and causes more trouble and it may be concluded
this state of affairs will continue until a heavy thaw comes on. All trains west of Yankton on the Milwaukee are
abandoned, and the last train out was the east bound passenger over that road, which left Yankton at 4:15 this
afternoon. The present storm reaches far into the northwest and in all probability the end is not yet. Until today there
is but one railway outlet open from Yankton. To the north and northwest all day yesterday a young blizzard raged
and successfully enough to cause a delay in the arrival of trains on both roads from those directions last evening.
And all last night the drifting process continued, and today both the trains which left over the Northwestern for
the east are stuck fast in a snow drift near Wakonda, with little or no prospect of a speedy extrication. On the
Milwaukee this forenoon the train from the east arrived on time, but orders were found awaiting the conductor at
the Yankton station to go no farther west.”]
Area press continued to report on the death and the services.
Yankton Press & Dakotian, January 6, 1888: “The address made
by George H. Hand in conducting the Masonic burial rites at
Rev. M. Hoyt’s funeral yesterday is mentioned as one of the
finest efforts of the kind ever heard in Yankton. Mr. Hand’s long
acquaintance with Dr. Hoyt enabled him to speak in the most
effective terms.”
Huronite News: “The death of Rev. Dr. Hoyt, announced in the
news today, will be sad news to many old Huron friends. He
was, under Providence, the founder of Grace Church here, and
its first rector. He built a home here and many old friends, who
loved him as a father, thought to have him end his day here.
For almost half a century he had been in the church missionary
service, on the frontier, in this northwest. He was a nobleman
by nature and if man may estimate Christian concentration, his great soul was full of it. Into how many humble
pioneer homes his presence has brought sunshine! It is a genuine sorrow that the membership of his great flock
will bear in their hearts for many a day.
“He was always, at least in later years, anxious to fall, when fall he must, in the harness. He came well nigh doing it.
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He kept the faith, he fought a good fight and none imbued with the Christian faith can doubt that he has entered
upon his great reward. Love and honor to his beloved and honored name!
“He had retired in 1875, but the Bishop found something for him to do! Reverend Hoyt became General
Missionary for Southern Dakota at age 66. The position took him to many small communities, including Mitchell
(Firesteel)-1871, Parker-1871, Swan Lake-1876, Hurley, Canton-1876, Huron-1883, Watertown-1881, all of which
he was credited with being the founding priest. His final stop was Scotland-1886, DT.”
The Press & Dakotaian, January 7, 1888: “The widow and family of the late Rev’d. Dr. Hoyt wish to return their
hearty thanks to the pastor and people of the Congregational Church for their kind thoughtfulness in tendering
the use of their church for the burial services of their husband and father.”
Parish Continues Its Consecrated Heritage: Life went on for the congregation, despite
the death of their founder, and the Reverend and Mrs. W. H. Hannath arrived the summer
of 1888 and immediately became deeply involved in their new church, still going through
restoration and paying the costs of the fire damage.
The parish church officially incorporated as Christ Church Episcopal and a special
consecration service was held on April 25, 1889. Although the church edifice had been
built and used since 1882, the consecration was not held until seven years later, probably
due to the fact that a church was supposed to be free of debt before it is consecrated.
Since the tower had been blown off in the spring of 1882 in a windstorm before the church
had even been finished, it had to be redesigned in order to complete the building. That
meant more money had to be raised. In addition, the fire in 1887 had caused smoke
damage and definite construction problems, including the need to replace flooring and
the furnace. According to Diocesan rules, this also would have delayed the consecration.
Local news again reported on the church’s activities, April 26, 1889: “Christ Church building was consecrated to
the service of God last night. The organ gave forth a portion of one of Beethoven’s sweet Adagios. Then as the
clergy appeared at the east door the congregation rose and sang, ‘The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ
our Lord.’ The procession of clergy preceded by officers of the church filed up the center aisle repeating Psalm 24
responsively. George H. Hand, senior warden, read the instrument of donation. G. R. Scougal, junior warden, read
the certificate declaring the church free of any debt of any kind. The various Rectors participated in the service
with the Bishop of South Dakota conducting the service of dedication and the Bishop of North Dakota giving the
sermon.
“Vestry members and parishioners taking part in the service in addition to the two vestry officers were: Governor
Newton Edmunds, Commodore Sanford Coulson, Wm. Scougal, W. H. Carr, John T. Coxhead, E. E. Hudson, and
L. M. Purdy. Clergy attending were: The Rev. Mr. Cornell, St. Thomas Church, Sioux City, Ia., The Rev. Dr. and
Mrs. Trimble, former rector 1880-1881, The Rev. Mr. Cleveland, The Rev. Mr. Cleoda, The Rev. Mr. Garland, The
Rev. Mr. Doherty, The Rev. Mr. Hines, The Revs. Mr. Babcock and Wicks, and The Honorable Bishop Hobart Hare.”
Just eighty-five years after Meriwether Lewis and William Clark had met with tribal residents of the area, and
not quite thirty years after Episcopalians first worshiped in the new village of Yankton, Christ Episcopal Church
celebrated the consecration of the building in which it gathers still today. Indeed, this is a congregation with a
“good and godly” heritage.
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