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Resurrecting WWJD - Pastor Kwen Sanderson
For the past 4 weeks, I have been taking an online course, from Fr. Richard Rohr, a Franciscan
priest, on “The Franciscan Way: More Than a Bird Bath”. On one of his past sessions, he was
teaching on,” What is Your Image of God?” He was noting that how we see who God is, plays a
direct connection to how we live out our Christian faith. This is the center of Francis of Assisi’s
observation, that to be a Christian, is to follow Jesus’ teachings, and live as he would live. Fr.
Rohr raised the simple point, that if Christianity teaches that Jesus is God in human flesh, then,
if you want to know who God is, what God does, and what God cares about, look at Jesus.
(In modern language; it is a “No brainer”) Fr. Rohr asked the question, how did God get to be
a muscular, old man, sitting on a throne, as depicted in the Sistine Chapel in Rome? How do
people get the idea that God is a punishing God, who is watching us to see if we are sinning or
not? That is not who Jesus was.
In the 90’s, a popular anagram that was around, but you don’t hear about much anymore is
WWJD- What would Jesus do? (The phrase came from an 1897 book, “In His Steps”, written
by Charles Sheldon.) Instead of thinking about all the details of a situation, and responding,
Francis asked, “What would Jesus do?”, and that is what he would do, and how he tried to live.
A specific example. This past Summer, on a Sunday afternoon, a person came to the church. The
person said he had been kicked out of the Homeless shelter, and needed a night’s lodging, until
a friend could come to pick them up. My thinking was, “What facts are being left out? Would
I be enabling him?”. (I suspect that many of you have had similar situations.) Something was
not adding up in the person’s story, so I refused to help. It occurs to me that I thought about
the “facts”, and responded with my thinking, but, maybe, I might have responded differently if
I would have asked, “What Would Jesus Do?” or, maybe not.
As Bishop Foltz shared with us in his Palm Sunday sermon, maybe our Christian life can be
summed up in Jesus’ Gethsemane prayer, “Not my will, but your will be done?”, which could
be summed up for us, “What Would Jesus Do?”, and then do it.
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Vestry Minutes - March 7, 2021 (Con’t)
Members Attending: Steve Adamson, Dawne Unruh, Janelle Tacke, Ron Mugge, Shann Doerr, Kwen Sanderson, Sandy Cope, Treasurer
Dick Unruh, Deacon John Keyes and Norm Wright
Appointment of new officers Ron moved and Steve seconded that Shann Doerr serve as Senior Warden and Sandy Cope as Clerk to
fill the open officer positions. The motion carried unanimously.
Opening Prayer delivered by Pastor Kwen Sanderson
Minutes from 1/31/2021 The minutes from our last meeting were reviewed. Dawne moved and Steve seconded the approval of the
minutes. Motion carried.
Treasurers’ Report Dick Unruh reports that we broke even last year and are off to a good start this year as we have had several large
pledges that were paid in full in January. However, to date, we have only received 12 pledges for 2021 which fall below the level of
our 2020 pledges. To balance our 2021 projected expense budget of $93,394, we need average weekly receipts of $1,800. Through
Sunday 02/14 we have averaged $920/week pro-rating the pledges paid in full over 52 weeks. Reserves are in good shape due to
the growth in investments last year. Janelle moved and Steve seconded the approval of the Treasurers’ Report which was approved
unanimously.
Junior Warden Steve Adamson reported that the fan on the ventilation system is set at 70% so it is not running constantly and will be
increased to 100% on Saturdays prior to when church services will be held on Sunday.
Steve presented a proposal from Electric Air regarding a maintenance agreement program to service the heating system in the fall
and the air conditioner in the spring. A signature membership would cost $399.38 per year which provides the two service visits
and a 10% discount on labor and repairs during maintenance visits, emergency calls would be billed at their regular rates (not the
afterhours rate) with the cost of parts being additional. Service used to be provided on an “as needed” basis. Steve will check to see
if this estimate could include the old rectory. Sandy moved and Ron seconded that we sign a maintenance agreement to cover the
church. The vestry unanimously voted to approve a Signature Membership with Electric Air.
Steve read a notice from Yankton Home and Garden which notified us that prices may change during the course of this year due to
a changing economy (fuel, machinery, minimum wage). They are currently contracted for spring and fall fertilizing at $378/year and
$65 per visit for mowing and trimming the grass. They will follow up in 30 days to keep us apprised of any price changes.
Steve reports that he has not received any more bids for the restoration of the Carriage House. Lukens felt it would be too costly
to perform the necessary repairs. Welfl Constructions’ bid is for minimal repairs, primarily replacing the rotten wood, including the
bottom four courses of siding and the fascia. Steve asked for input on additional contractors to contact regarding bids.
Dawn moved and Janelle seconded the approval of the Junior Warden report. Motion carried.
Pastor Kwen Sanderson reported that he has been keeping in touch with our congregations’ shut-ins and our 3 members currently
residing in Sister James Nursing Home, by cards and e-mails if not in person. He is hopeful that they will be able to resume communion
services at the nursing home on the 3rd Wednesday of the month soon.
Old Business
Reopening the church Norm presented several options to consider regarding opening the church. Sandy moved that the church
open for services Sunday, March 28th (Palm Sunday) with the use of masks and social distancing encouraged, a liturgical only passing
of the peace (no contact), singing of hymns while seated and masked, (the liturgy of the service will be said, not sung) communion
(when available) will be the host only set up at the center transept and service will be printed in the bulletins. Shann seconded and
the motion was approved unanimously.
Norm will meet with Deacon John regarding the possibility of holding an early evening Maundy Thursday service and noontime Good
Friday service. Norm stated that he would suspend the Sunday devotions he has been writing once the church re-opens, however
Shann pointed out that the recent
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Facebook following has been between 24 to 61 followers per week. Pastor Kwen encouraged Norm to continue with an online weekly
reflection as a way to continue this outreach ministry. Norm was amenable to the recommendation.
Dick, Shann, John and Norm will look into getting a supply priest for Easter Sunday.
Annual Meeting Dick reminded us that the annual meeting needs to be announced 2 consecutive Sundays prior to the date it is held.
There was discussion on whether to have the annual meeting March 21st via zoom (and at the rectory) or after the church has opened.
The consensus was that the date would be set after the opening of the church.
Zoom license the church has purchased a one-month subscription to Zoom. Currently only the rectory has Wi-Fi. The vestry was
provided with information regarding 3 levels of service available through Vast with upload and download speeds and cost per month.
There was a question as to whether we would need two licenses if we installed Wi-Fi at the church. There was additional discussion
regarding the benefits of Zoom verses live streaming via Facebook or U-tube. Ron reported that his work has been using Facebook for
live streaming but that there is an issue with music being cut out. This appears to be a licensing issue. A One License can resolve this
issue but requires applying for the use of the music in advance if the piece of music is not in the public domain. Discussion was tabled
until we have further information.
New Business
Adopting a proposed budget for 2021 The treasurers’ proposed budgets were reviewed. Our non-stipend operating expenses are
$30,000. Including the stipend for the secretary/sexton of $19,600, the total operating costs w/o a rector are $49,600 or $50,000. The
vestry will need to make a recommendation regarding the Diocesan Pledge at the annual meeting. One proposed option placed the
search for a rector on hold and allocated those funds elsewhere since we have not had any viable candidates for some time. However,
the search committee will be meeting later today (3/7/2021) regarding a potential candidate. The Budget was tabled until a later date.
Installing a fire alarm system in the Olde Rectory the vestry has received quotes from Midwest Alarm Fire & Security Systems on both a
residential and commercial system for the Olde Rectory. The cost of the commercial system is $4,314.41 with a $40/month monitoring
fee. The church still has a credit with this company. There was discussion regarding whether it would be possible to connect the rectory
to the church monitoring system and the pros and cons of installing a system. No action was taken at this time.
Preparing for the bishop’s visit as time was running out for our scheduled Zoom meeting, Deacon John, Norm and Dick agreed to work
together to complete the Ministry Portfolio prior to the Bishop’s visit.
The vestry (and search committee) will meet with the Bishop after the service on Palm Sunday.
The next meeting of the vestry will be Sunday, April 25, 2021 at 11:00 am at the Olde Rectory and on Zoom.
Dawne moved and Steve seconded that the meeting be adjourned which was approved by all.
Submitted by:
Sandy Cope, Clerk
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