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Faith Reflections on Covid- 19. “Lord, have mercy!” -Pastor
Kwen Sanderson
Of all of the prayers, from our Christian heritage, that I find most helpful, is the prayer/liturgical response, “Lord,
have mercy!” It is short, to the point, and keeps me connected with God. When I’m faced with a situation that is
overwhelming me, or, when I don’t understand, and I don’t know what to do, or say; I pray, “Lord, have mercy!”
That prayer helped me, in a Winter blizzard, in 2004, in West Central Iowa, when I went 40 miles, in 1 ½ hours, and
I could go no further. I pray it, often, during this pandemic, as I try to contact with people in the nursing homes,
or in their own homes. It is a good prayer to pray, no matter what the circumstances of one’s life are.
On a personal note, I tested, positive, for Covid, on November 17, and was cleared, 10 days later. I had no
symptoms, the whole 10 days, other than elevated body temperature. In contrast, my one sister, who was the
healthiest one of our family of 8, contracted Covid, at the end of September. She spent 42 days in ICU, and a total
of 69 days in the hospital. Twice, if it was not for a dedicated nurse, doing CPR, she would have died.(She is quite
certain, that if it were not for the prayers of many people, she would have died.) In contrast, my sister-in-law, who
contracted Covid around the same time as my sister, hibernated at home for 14 days, slept 10 hours a day, during
that time, recovered, and is doing fine. Time and again, I hear of similar instances in this pandemic time, when
only the names, and places, are changed.
Are there any lessons that we can take from these times, as how to apply our faith, and use, “Lord, have mercy!”
whether in this pandemic time, or, life, in general? The book of Ecclesiastes, is a good book as the writer takes
a realistic assessment of life. He is not being, pessimistic, or being, optimistic, he is being realistic. The question
is, “Who, or, what, is in control?” Simply put, life has it’s own agenda, that I cannot control. Whether in “good
times”, or “bad times”, we, humans, are not in control. But, there is One who is in control, even against the 3
Unholy Trinities, of sin, death, and the devil; God. That is seen most clearly in Jesus’ suffering, and death, that
God overcame, 3 days later, as Jesus was raised on that Easter morning. Covid 19 is a specific symptom that the
Unholy Trinity is afoot in our lives.
I find that the first 2 Steps of AA, are a helpful, universal assessment, that goes far beyond alcohol. Step 1-“Admitted
we were powerless over alcohol, that makes our life unmanageable”. Substitute any power (like Covid 19) that
makes your life unmanageable, and you have a realistic assessment of life. Yet, there is a hope-filled Step 2, that
goes beyond Step 1; Step 2-“Came to believe that a power, greater than ourselves, could restore us to sanity.” The
powers of chaos, death, and insanity, are real, and they may be more powerful than we humans, but, they don’t
have the final word. This Higher Power, God, has the final word. Steps 1 and 2, are summed up in that prayer,
“Lord, have mercy!”. I can acknowledge that a power, greater than myself, is at work, but so is the Lord at work. It
comes down to this choice for each of us, “Where is your power coming from to live your life; will power, or God
power?”. “Lord, have mercy!”, connects you and I to God power. Pray it often; you’ll be glad you did.
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In Loving Memory

Max Hawk
Max Hawk, of Yankton, South Dakota, was residing in Sun City West, Arizona,
at the time of his death on January 22, 2021. A celebration of his life will
take place in Yankton at a later date.
Max was born March 19, 1933, to Chlora (Bourne) and Frank
Hawk of Wessington Springs, South Dakota. After graduating high
school in 1951, he attended Northern State University, Aberdeen,
playing center on the Wolves football team. He served in the
US Army during the Korean Conflict, then he returned to NSU,
earning both Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees. Max was united
in marriage with Jane Sheldon on August 12, 1956, at St.
Mark’s Episcopal Church, Aberdeen. He was a member of Christ
Episcopal Church, Yankton and Advent Episcopal Church, Sun
City West.
His first teaching/coaching position was at Scotland, SD. During
their eight years in Scotland, Max and Jane were blessed with the
birth of their three children. In 1965, he began teaching/coaching
at Yankton High School, where he led the Bucks football program
for 30 years. At the time of his retirement, he held the record as the
winningest South Dakota high school football coach, with 284 wins, 78
losses, and 2 ties.
For forty years, Max served as the Executive Director of the SD High School Coaches
Association. He was a lifetime member of the National High School Athletic Coaches Association’s Board
of Directors, serving as the association’s fifteenth President in 1980, and attended 50 consecutive annual
conventions. Coach Hawk was selected as South Dakota Football Coach of the Year several times, and National
Football Coach of the Year in 1986. Hall of Fame inductions include Yankton High School, Northern State
University, South Dakota Sports Hall of Fame, SDHSCA, and the NHSACA.
Survivors include his wife, Jane; daughter,Lynne Schraw and husband, Steve of Fargo; daughter, Jennifer HawkHeirigs and husband, Rick of Aberdeen; and grandchildren: Colter, Stetson, Hunter and McCaya Heirigs.
Preceding him in death were his son, Monte; siblings: Bruce, Lila, Jim, Ruth, Jean, George, Zola, Claude and
Audree.
As a family, we encourage you to support opportunities and programs for young people in your community.
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Search Committee Update
We are in our fourth year without a rector and
there is nothing new to report. Our search process
continues to present us with many challenges but
we must have faith that the plan God has for our
parish will eventually be revealed to us. Keep
praying!
Dick and Norm, Co-chairs

A Message from Your Treasurer
We were able to cover our 2020 operating expenses
with our donations. In fact, our income exceeded
our operating expenses by $1,477. Again, I
commend all of you for maintaining your financial
support throughout an exceedingly difficult year. I
hope we can do the same in 2021.
Our annual stewardship drive is still underway.
To date, we have received eleven (11) pledges for
2021 totaling $31,040. We need more just to pay
our operating expenses without a rector. If you are
planning to pledge but have not done so, I urge you
to submit your pledge as soon as possible.
Regarding the 2021 budget, we basically need
$50,000 just to pay our ongoing expenses without
a rector. That amount does not include the 2021
request from the diocese for $14,594. If we approve
the full amount of that request, we need $65,000
just to operate without a rector. Given that our
current level of pledging for 2021 is $13,400 less
than our total pledges for 2020, I am not certain
we will be able to pay the diocesan request without
using reserves from our Restricted investment
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account. As a result, I am asking the Vestry to make
a recommendation regarding this request for your
consideration at Annual Meeting.
The Vestry has approved three contracts for
maintaining our facility totaling $63,648. One
contract for $11,366 with Midwest Alarm will cover
the installation of a new smoke detection system to
protect the church in case of fire. This work will be
done the week of January 25. The second contract
for $44,994 with Mid-Continental Restoration
Company will cover the cost to restore the damaged
brickwork on the exterior of the church. The need for
this work is particularly noticeable on the north side
of the church. While expensive, the Vestry concluded
this work must be done. The work is scheduled to
be completed during September 2021. The third
project for $7,288 with Kaiser Heating and Cooling
will improve ventilation in the church and make it a
safer environment for parishioners when we resume
holding services. This project is partially completed
and will be fully completed when some equipment
currently on order arrives. The original plan was
to use earnings from investments and a $70,000
donation to pay for these projects but Todd Woods at
First Dakota Bank suggested we consider a loan with
a lower interest rate than the current rate of earnings
on our investments. As a result, the Vestry entered
into a 10-year loan agreement with First Dakota Bank
with an interest rate of 4.9% (about half the rate our
investments earned in 2020) which will be repaid at
the rate of $653.02 per month with no loan fees and
no penalty for pre-paying the balance of the loan if
we choose to do so. By using the loan, we can avoid
pulling out the money needed to cover these projects
all at once from our investments.
Dick
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Welcome to Yankton!
Craig and Cindy (Kanago) Montgomery have
chosen to ‘retire’ in Yankton. If it weren’t for
the pandemic situation, we would be welcoming
them in person, with casseroles and baked
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goods... it’s a tradition. After her career as an
excellent first-grade teacher in California, she is
now a paraprofessional with the resource room
at Lincoln School. Craig is especially looking
forward to extra time for fishing.
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John Keyes & Jo Neubauer

Kiera Kosters
Somer Bares
Bev Ann Christensen
Peg Michel
Karen Michels
Beth Kathol
Mariah LaCroix
Sue Lauck
Kim Houfek
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Vestry Meeting Minutes - December 27, 2020
Members Attending: Steve Adamson, Dawne Unruh, Janelle Tacke, Ron Mugge, Shann Doerr, Kwen
Sanderson and Treasurer Dick Unruh.
Opening Prayer: By Dawne Unruh
Treasurers’ Report: Dick Unruh reviewed the proposed 2021 Budget with the group. We are in a time of flex
based on whether a candidate for the position of priest is found within the year. To pay for the fire alarm Dick
proposed the option of using a 10 year construction loan from First Dakota Bank that we would draw down as
needed. It would have an interest rate of 4.9% and no early pay off penalty.
Church improvement loan a motion to approve the loan and make Steve Adamson, Junior Warden, and Dick
Unruh, Treasurer, be the signatories on the loan was moved by Steve and seconded Janelle. The motion was
approved unanimously. Steve Adamson was made signatory on the loan since he is the senior officer on the
vestry at this time and also has signatory power on the other accounts at First Dakota National Bank. Dick Unruh
as church Treasurer will have signature responsibility on this new account too.
Junior Warden: Steve Adamson reported on the step restoration. A grant has been applied for to help with the
expenses. Bids are being reviewed. We continue to have issues with the snow at the street level. Dawne moved
and Shann seconded the Steve check out options. that will include removal of snow at the end of the sidewalks
where they meet the street. It was approved by a vote of all members.
Reopening Church: The logic for opening the church building for Sunday service was discussed. It was moved
by Steve and seconded by Dawne to remain closed through January and continue to post services on Facebook
and the web page.
Annual Meeting: Has been traditionally been held in January. It was moved by Steve and seconded by Janelle
that the Annual Meeting be postponed until February, hoping that the pandemic numbers will be lower by then.
2021 Vestry Members were discussed and Steve Adamson and Dawne Unruh agreed to serve a second term.
Sandy Cope has agreed to join as a new member.
Kwen Sanderson reported that 7 Christmas sacks were delivered to our shut-ins, with Steve and Shann’s help.
Our 4 members at Majestic Bluffs also received sacks, courtesy of Trinity Lutheran.
The next meeting will be January 31, 2021 at 11:00 at the Olde Rectory and on Zoom.
Closing prayer was led by Kwen Sanderson. Meeting was adjured.
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St. Valentine, The Real Story
Flowers, candy, red hearts and romance. That’s what Valentine’s day is all about, right? Well, maybe not.
The origin of this holiday for the expression of love really isn’t romantic at all -- at least not in the traditional
sense. Father Frank O’Gara of Whitefriars Street Church in Dublin, Ireland, tells the real story of the man behind
the holiday -- St. Valentine.
“He was a Roman Priest at a time when there was an emperor called Claudias who persecuted the church at that
particular time,” Father O’Gara explains. “ He also had an edict that prohibited the marriage of young people.
This was based on the hypothesis that unmarried soldiers fought better than married soldiers because married
soldiers might be afraid of what might happen to them or their wives or families if they died.”
“I think we must bear in mind that it was a very permissive society in which Valentine lived,” says Father O’Gara.
“Polygamy would have been much more popular than just one woman and one man living together. And yet
some of them seemed to be attracted to Christian faith. But obviously the church thought that marriage was very
sacred between one man and one woman for their life and that it was to be encouraged. And so it immediately
presented the problem to the Christian church of what to do about this.”
“The idea of encouraging them to marry within the Christian church was what Valentine was about. And he
secretly married them because of the edict.”
Valentine was eventually caught, imprisoned and tortured for performing marriage ceremonies against command
of Emperor Claudius the second. There are legends surrounding Valentine’s actions while in prison.
“One of the men who was to judge him in line with the Roman law at the time was a man called Asterius, whose
daughter was blind. He was supposed to have prayed with and healed the young girl with such astonishing effect
that Asterius himself became Christian as a result.”
In the year 269 AD, Valentine was sentenced to a three part execution of a beating, stoning, and finally decapitation
all because of his stand for Christian marriage. The story goes that the last words he wrote were in a note to
Asterius’ daughter. He inspired today’s romantic missives by signing it, “from your Valentine.”
“What Valentine means to me as a priest,” explains Father O’Gara, “is that there comes a time where you have
to lay your life upon the line for what you believe. And with the power of the Holy Spirit we can do that -- even
to the point of death.”
Valentine’s martyrdom has not gone unnoticed by the general public. In fact, Whitefriars Street Church is one
of three churches that claim to house the remains of Valentine. Today, many people make the pilgrimage to the
church to honor the courage and memory of this Christian saint.
“Valentine has come to be known as the patron saint of lovers. Before you enter into a Christian marriage you
want some sense of God in your life -- some great need of God in your life. And we know, particularly in the
modern world, many people are meeting God through his Son, Jesus Christ.”
“If Valentine were here today, he would say to married couples that there comes a time where you’re going
to have to suffer. It’s not going to be easy to maintain your commitment and your vows in marriage. Don’t be
surprised if the ‘gushing’ love that you have for someone changes to something less “gushing” but maybe much
more mature. And the question is, is that young person ready for that?”
“So on the day of the marriage they have to take that into context,” Father O’Gara says. “Love -- human love and
sexuality is wonderful, and blessed by God -- but also the shadow of the cross. That’s what Valentine means to
me.”
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